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INDIAN RESERVATION SCHOOLS TO BE INSFECTED

The three Maine Indian reservations will have their scl:ools inspected
by a federal official of the U.S. Depart ent of Health, “ducu=tion and .elfare.
HEW contends that tiie schools are in violation of the Civil Rigzhts ict of 190k,

This announcemnent case in answer to the telegraii sent by, GovernorCur-
tis; Comu.isioner of Education, Log«n; &¢nd Comisioner of Indian sffairs,
Hinckley, which requested a review of the threatening situstion to withhold
federal funds froin the state's Education Depart went. (A cory of Gov. Curtis'
telegram follows this article.)

The HE rewresentative, Theron Johnson scheduled & weeting on January
27th, and will spend as much tiue as nece-sary to look into the situation.

GOVERNOR CUXTIS STIDS TELLGR

: The Governor of Maine, Kenneth [i. Curtis sent a telegrawm to the U. .
% Office of Tducation about the Civil Rights ncts as it applies to the Maine
i Indian children. The text of the telegrau follows:
"Mr. David S. Seeley, Assistont Comuisioner
E taLl BDuC 1ICksaL OF ORTUFITITS »ROGR.LI
U. . Office of Fducation
ashington, D.GC. 20202

! As a result of your letter of August 30, 19ve, znd suoseyuent

3 recent action by the lMaine State 3oard of Education in prepar-
ing ap ropriate legislation for cowpliance, serious questions
have been raised within the Derartment of Zducation, Depart:ent
of Indian Affairs, Rowman Catholic Diocese of Fortland, .ieubers

-3 of the State Le:xislature and the Governors of the Penobscot

% and Passanaquoddy Reservations concerning the inforwation on

which your opinion was based.

On behalf of the State of Maine, in conjunction with Comaiscioner
Hinckley of the Denartient of Iundian Affsirs, and Coix.issioner
Logan of the Department of Wducation, I urgently request that

you or a representative of your office cowe to Maine as soon

as possible to conduct & detailed personal investigation of

the current program for the éducation of our Indian children,

to consult with the agenciee uwentioned above, and to report to

me your findings.

It is the aim of this Administration to provide the best possible
educational ouwortunities for all Maine children including Indian
children and in addition to ensure that this state is in cowpli-
ance with all provisions of the Civil Rights Act."

—_—_——
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INDIAN GOVEREOR: SrEsk OUT

Maine Indians Make Plans To Owpose Any Rfiort To Close Their Schools
by Boo Drew

Augusta - The ''Great #hite Father" in ysashin:ton has doue it again
and many of Maine's 1,200 reservation Indians are taking to the veroal warpath
in protest over what they consider as another of a long string of injustices.
This time it is schools on the reservctions.

Leaders of the Fassauaquoddy Tribe held council sessions Tuesday
(January 17th) at Pleasant Foint and Peter Dana Point Reservations in .ash-
ington County, and the Penobscot Tribe had a session schedulcd tine follow-
ing Jednesday eveniu; at 0ld Town with ofricials of the ricine Departaent
of Education and the iaine Department of Indien Affairs.

Still a third weeting was scheduled Thursday at Augusta when repre-
sentatives of the Maine Roman Catholic diocese confer with education and
tribal leaders. Catholic nuns staff the three elewentary scioolis.

Indian leaders are incensed because the state has said it way have
to close the schools beccuse of a U.S, Oflice of ®ducation ruling that they
do not comply with the Civil Rignts Act of 1964,

This the Indians deny.

Gov. John Mitchell of the Penobscot Tribe at 0ld Town, said Jednesday,
"le feel that the federal government had overstepped its authority in trbal
and state matters which do not concern it. This we feel is a violation of
our treaty with the State of Maine. When the Comiionwealth of lassachusetts
so0ld cur treaty richts to the State of Maine, the State of Maine assumed all
responsibilities that had been formerly handled by the Comwmonwealth of mMmass-
achusetts, These treaties stipulate that every tribal ueaber shall not be
deprived of health, education and welfare.

The federal government feels that the Stcte of Maine is not in com-
pliance with the Civil Rights legislation of 1964, .ie feel it is."

Mitchell said there are presently Indian and non-Indian students
attending the Indian Island School at 0ld Town and this has happened in 5
the past. He said that the Indian Island School is for grades one through
five, and that older students o to schools in 0ld Town which are integrated.

"Wle feel the state is presently meeting its obligations to us in the
field of education. e also feel we are not being discriminated against
by the present state governmenty'" Mitchell concluded.

Tribal leaders at both Pleasant Point and Peter Dana Point were also
of firm conviction that they would stand their ground and not permit their
school children who attend grades one through five, to attend what those
outside the reservations call the public school system.

The governors did however give approval to those in grades six through
eight to attend public schools if they desire, but they said the door of
the reservation school stood wide open for those students too.

One of the strongest advocates of the reservation schools being con-
tinued indefinitely is Joseph Nicholas, a former governor of the Pleasant

R~ A

Point group. ; g
Nicholas feels the move by the State Department of Education is a
"stepping stone to the eventual assiwilation of the Indian reservations
into the white man's society."
The leader of the famed Indian dancing group of the tribe said '"'the %
way the state has moved in this effort is highly undemocratic., We had no é

opportunity to accept the plan or reject it ds a people, I ask my self, what
can be accomplished by this way of dealing?"
Nicholas referred to the recent rejection of a proposed School Adminis-
(Continued on page 13)
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THE HAINE IBDIAN NE :SLETTER
EDITOR: TRUGENIA&A T. ThLOMPSON
(Penobscot)

The Maine Indian Newsletter is Maine's only state-wide Indian newsletter,
and is free of charge.

News and stories may be subimitted to the Newsletter by the 15ti of each
month for that month's publication at the following address:

Pine Street

Frecrort, Maine 0k032

(Telepbone: 665-4253)

Letters to the Editor are welcome but .must counrfori@ to the rules
required by every newspeper. They iust bear the writer's correct name and
address altlough pen naiaes are periiitted at the discretion of the Tditor.
A1l letters uust be signed thouch nawes will be withheld frow publication
on'requests Freference will be given to letters not over 350 words in length.

Letters are subject to condensation or editing when space limitations require.
PASS AT £ ,U0ODDY GOVERI'OR CIrES »I3 FECFLE ON 1.ISTOR2IC INAUGUZR TIOK

To The People of the Passaimaquoddy Tribe:

I want to thank each of you who took part in the Inaugural Cereitonies.
This was the first time in the history of the Passamiaquoddy Tribe that both
1 ofthe governors (Indian Township and Pleasant Point Reservations) were sworn
into office at the same time.
My thanks goes to Delia Mitchell for orgznizing the Iadian dancing
This groujp was wade ug of mewmbers of both reservaticns and perfor.ied

oroud of each perforuer and I would like to
sore. I would like

gy

group.
duriiig the cerewony. I am very
coinpliment theil on their beautiful leather costu:ies they
to encourage more perforwmances of these original Indien cere.onial dances.

I wish to thank each of you for giving we sup ort and I pro.ise to
do my best to iielp each and every one of you during ..y teri as your governor.
¢. Hrs. Don C.

Honorary guests were Comiwissiouner Ed Hinckley and br.
Gellers, Attorney for the Passauaquoddy Tribe!: I wis to t.ank Fatier Fare
and Father Teliilin for taking part in the Iu*u ural-cere oiaies and also,

for doing the (injun) War Dance.

P

e by e 5

Sincerely yours
Chief John Stevens
Indian Township
Princeton, lie.

GLUSKAP 05" LIAR & OLHER INDIAn TALES

(See page 15 and 16)

How curious it is to read this fine book on the Penobscot Indians when
~as a young Indian I never had the opportunity to listen in when the elders
‘talked. Gluskap the Liar & Other Indian Taoles by Horace FP. Beck provides

\ R h (Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued froii page 3)

the reader with & fast .ioving history which points out interesting facets of
Indian culture. You willi find yourself in the . idst of an entertaining group
of Indians through Mr. Deck's book, who will amuse you with their folklore in
the tales of the imarinary character Gluskap and his friend Katadhin, w/ o is
still believed to be waiting on lt. Katadhin filling his tipi with arrowleads
so that the Indians will have their day and avenge the wrongs of history.

For those who are interested in sawmpling the lore and the huinorous side of
the Indians you will find this book to your liling. For those who are inter-
ested in deeper study, DNMr. Beck has corpiled notes to as.ist you in deeper
understanding of the Original Awmerican's favorite pastti,e of story-telling.

(The following letter was sent to the Chairman of the Legislative
Appropriations Committee by the Editor of the Maine Indian Newsletter.)

Dear Sir:

Over the years the Indians have been a neglected people of the State
of Maine. You might consider that the sustenance provided by the Dept. of
Health and Welfare up until 1965 has been a very meager tribute to these
people who have given so much to the state. (Three reservations of their
own land was very little consideration in return for the rest of the state
of Maine, and the state has had the use of the money in the so called
"Indian Trust Fund" over the years.)

It was a noble gesture of the 102nd Legislature to create a new de-
partment for the Indians. Even then, insufficient funds were granted and
more had to be ap ropriated by the Special Session.

It is my feeling that the Indians do not wish to be provided for,
but to be provided with the resources to redevelop their culture. Certainly,
it appears this was considered by Commissioner Hinckley when he proposed
his budget.

I hope your decision regarding the Indian budget (Parts I and II)
will be instrumental in reaching this goal.

It appears that all Departuental budgets were cut indiscriminately
by the Governor, but I hope you will consider the original budget for the
Indians as it was presented. A triy to the reservations will show you that
there is much work to be done. The Indians are relying on the 103rd Legis-
Lature stio Tulfill ‘the¥promi'ses) fordaSbetter ¥ 1%ifeMbe giln dbyathesSliBan

Very truly yours,

Dear Editor,

After reading your Deceiiber issue of the Indian Newsletter, I was inter-
ested in the letter about the Houlton Flats, written by lirs. Theresa raul.,

I don't believe this lady understood the article writteia by the corres-
pondent, Morris Brooks. Mr. Brooks uwentioned only Indian houses that were
owned by tiie Indians, and not the ones that were rented. I also want to uwen-
tion that I net krs. Paul when we were young girls, and I also knew her aunt,
and her sister., I visited her aunt about ten years ago, and at that tiue she
was living in a rented home, Their howe was one of t.o houses that had bathroom
facilities, and we would like to see all the houses have adequate facilities.
This would include all the Indians, who live on the Flats, lic-.iac, Passaila-
quoddyand Malisect. e would like to see rore Ind:ans have pleasant wmeuwories
like this lady has about the Flats.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Pauli e 3Brooks Stevens, Princeton
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SUMMER WORK AMONG INDIANS BEING SET UP

A new program for recruiting elementary teachers for work among the Amer-
can Indians has been inaugurated with the issuance of a new civil service exam-
ination for these positions The positions are located in the States where the
Indian population is concentrated, principally in Alaska, Arizona, Montana, New
Mexico, and North and South Dakota. Fewer schools are in other States: Florida,
Towa, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, North Carolina, Oxlahoma and Utah. The
costs of travel to their first duty assignment may be paid by the Government for
those who are appointed from this examination.

Beginning teachers are paid $5,331 a year, and must have a bachelor*s de-
gree including appropriate elementary teacher training or eligibility on the
National Teachers Examination. Others with additional experience and/or grad-
uate education may qualify for higher level positions paying $6,451 and $7,696
a year.

For complete information and instructions ask for Announcement VA-6-08
which you may obtain from Carl Mosher, located at Rockland Post Office, or you
may write to the Interagency Board of U. S. Civil Service Examiners for New
Mexico, 421 Golden Avenue, S W., Albuquerque, New Mexico, 8710l.

(From the Courier-Gazette, 12/27/66)

CHIPPEWAS ON WARPATH, PALEFACES TASTE DUST

When is an Indian not an Indian? An Indian is not an Indian when he is a
"Wild Indian."

Such, at least, is the view of the palefaces who handle advertising for the
General Electric Co.

It is not the view of the Chippewa Indian Tribe of Red Lake, Minn.

So the Chippewas hit the warpath, via Western Union, and Whaddaya know? For
a change, it was the palefaces who bit the dust.

It all began with a new ad for General Electric photo flashbulbs, headed:
"When you decide to shoot wild Indians, you can¥*t afford to miss."

The ad was built around a snapshot of some youngsters dressed as Indians.
As paleface parents know, "Wild Indians" is a more or less affectionate term for
lively children.

To the 4,800 Red Lake Chippewas, however, an Indian is an Indian and the
term "Wild Indian" is a snide reminder of the bad old days.

Accordingly, Roger Jourdain, who is chairman of the Tribal Council, weighed
in with an indignant telegram to GE, saying, among other things: '"You should be
able to sell your product without resorting to this type of advertising."

Shocked to the core at the thought of arousing the Red Man's long dormant
hostility to the paleface, GE swiftly dispatched an emissary from its Cleveland
office to offer the pipe of peace.

"Wild Indians" in GE's context, the representative assured Jourdain, is a
term of endearment.

Jourdain declined to smoke the pipe.

"It wasn't too endearing to us," he declared. '"We're trying to coexist,
and we take exception to this advertisement."

James C. Forbes, GE marketing manager, conceded that the Chippewas might have
a point.

Plumping for conciliation, he announced: "We certainly had no intention of
being derogatory to Indians. But we have canceled plans for any future use of
ith1 sead 4
- (From the Portland Evening Express, 1/14/67)
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INDIAN FAMILY IN FIRST REAL HOME
THANKS TO GOVERNMENT PROGRAM

An Indian family of eight on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota re-
ceived a nice present from the federal government-it's first house.

Prior to that, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Sharpfish and their six children, aged
four months through seven, lived in an abandoned car, a trailer and a tent.
They' 'd still be living in the tent, but it burned down.

Four federal agencies have put up a total of $1 7 million to build the
Sharpfish house and 37h others on the Rosebud Sioux Reservation. The Sharpfish
house is the first

It has a living room, kitchen-dining room combination, two bedrooms and a
bath. That's not much for a family of eight, but it's a lot better than an a-
bandoned car, a trailer or a tent.

The house was prefabricated and assembled by fellow Sioux tribesmen under
skilled supervision. It was furnished with surplus furniture taken from a
Bureau of Indian Affairs school no longer in operation.

The prefab unit was developed by the Batelle Memorial Institute of Columbus, |
Ohio, a non-profit corporation. It contains 620 square feet of living space and
costs $3000

As the Sharpfish family's income grows, its house can be improved and ex-
panded. It has a stove and is designed sc that electricity and running water
can be installed later.

The Sharpfish family will pay $10 down and $5 month rent for the next five
years.

Components for the house were produced in a factory set up on the Reserva-
tion and staffed with 20 Indians, who are learning carpentry, plumbing, glazing,
roofing and electrical wiring. After all 375 houses have been produced, the
plant will try to supply the surrounding area with prefab homes and components.

Here's a rundown on what each of the four federal agencies is supplying for
the project:

~-The Department of Housing and Urban Development is providing the basic
construction materials at a cost of $610,000.

-The Office of Economic Cpportunity is paying $642,000 for training and
labor

-The Public Health Service is providing water and sewage lines at a cost of
$367,000.

(From the Portland Sunday Telegram, 1/15/67)

NEJ ENGIAND VIGNETTES (CHIEF'S LAST STAND)

Chief Black Hawk of the Golden Hill Tribe of Pequot Indians once made a
pretty good living attacking wagon trains.

That was 50 years ago when he was a member of Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West
Show that barnstormed the nation leaturing a mock Indian attack as part of 1its .
daily fare.

Now the chief, also known as Edward L. Sherman, 78, is retired to his quar-
ter-acre reservation in Trumbull, Conn., and only occasionally breaks out his
tribal headgear and peacepipe-never a war bonnet.

He does watch the enactment of Indian wars on television even though he says
"none of it is true "

Sherman's reservation is believed to be one of the smallest in the world. E
It used to be 18 acres, but over the years the land was sold.

Connecticut owns the land and takes care of major repairs on the house while
Sherman handles the day-to-day upkeep. He pays no taxes. : 4

(Continued on Page T7) , |
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NEW ENGLAND VIGNETTES....
(Continued from Page 6)

The state welfare department Says it does not know how many members of the
Golden Hill Tribe remain, but only Sherman and wife live in their 125-year-old
house on the reservation.

Sherman can remember the days when he and his father could roam their acres
and nearby fields and woods to hunt raccoon, deer and skunk.

"Skunk," he recalls, "now there's something good. If you know how to dress
it, it tastes like chicken or better."

(From the Portland Evening Express, 1/3/67)

INDIAN FAMILIES ENJOY THEIR FINEST CHRISTMAS

The 32 Indian families of this Upper Michigan Reservation enjoyed the best
Christmas they've ever had. The families received hundreds of presents, so many
gifts, in fact, that they shared them with others in Upper Michigan.

The food, clothing and toys poured into the tiny village by plane, truck and
car. They replaced an earlier donation destroyed in a fire at a mission church
Wednesday.

The man whose concern for an Indian girl sparked the outpouring of goodwill
returned to the reservation Saturday

Harry Mitchell,48, a Port Huron telephone worker, arrived aboard a cargo
plane carrying two tons of gifts for the 325 Chippewas on the reservation. The
military transport flew from Selfridge Air Force Base near Detroit.

lLast month, while deer hunting, Mitchell came upon a little Indian girl
standing barefooted in the snow in 12-degree weather. He told some of the tele-
phone company workers, who launched the first drive.

Word of the fire spread rapidly, setting off the second drive to gather goods
for the Indian families.

By Saturday, some 7,000 pounds of gifts had been sent by people in Minne-
apolis; Muskegon, Mich., and the Detroit area. More gifts were promised from
Buffalo, Ky; Tipton, Ind., and Neenah, Wis. Cash donations were also being sent
to help rebuild the burned church.

"Everyone has been wonderful," said Roy Cavanagh, president of the Bay Mills
Indian Council. "I want to thank everyone for everything that's been done."

(From the Portland Press Herald, 12/27/66)

v INDIANS HANDLE SUDDEN WEALTH WITH CARE

Their land lies hard by the shores of Cook Inlet and for countless decades
the Tyonek people have waged unceasing war against hunger and hardship.

Only 11 years ago, after a disastrous fishing season, their chief apprealed
to the people of Anchorage, 50 miles east of here, for clothing and for food.

"Our people do not want to accept charity," said Simeon Chickalusion, the
last hereditary chief. "They would much prefer to work, but there is no choice.
Food is needed now."

Today, the Tyoneks, only 265 strong, are one of' the richest of American In-
dian Tribes. :

Petroleum companies, encouraged by substantial oil and gas discoveries on
the Kenai Peninsula and under the waters of Cook Inlet, two years ago paid the
Tyoneks $11 9 million for drilling rights on 27,000 acres of Tyonek land.

The Tyoneks were not dazzled by such a windfall. On the contrary, they have
exhibited an amazing cpnservatism in handling their funds.

: (Continued on Page 8)
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INDIANS HANDLE SUDDEN WEALTH WITH CARE
(Continued from Page 7)

Their efforts have centered on improving their standard of living and in-
suring the financial security of tribal members, through tight control of the
0il money they heve received. Theirs has been a story of rapid progress, tinged
with boch humor and tragedy.

After they accepted the $11.9 million, they were besieged by promoters and
salesmen. Finally, their young elected chief, Albert 5. Kaloa Jr., placed an
advertisement in Anchorage newspapers, addressed to salesmen in general.

"Don't call us. We'll call you. The scalp you save may be your own."

Kaloa lost his life last Sept. 12 in an Anchorage hotel fire which claimed
the lives of 13 other persons. His passing cast a pall over every member of
the tribe.

"Kaloa was young, smart, with a tremendous amount of common sense," said
Stanley J. McCutcheon the tribe*s attorney. The Tyoneks probably felt a keener
sense of loss than if the death had taken place in their own family.

Besides the original payment, the Tyonek leases bring in an annual rental
fee of $1.25 an acre and a 16 2/3 per cent royalty on all oil and natural gas
production. The Indians also get free natural gas from wells drilled on the
reservation

One of the first acts of the Village Council, after the lease sale, was to
pay off a $31,L43L4 mortgage on the village store. Reconstruction of the village
community hall came next.

Then the council approved a 1l0-point program, including improvements to
village roads, extension and expansion of the air strip, and health and welfare
projects. The Tyoneks established a $200,000 trust fund to insure that Tyonek
youngsters will always have the means to pursue an education.

The village also adopted what it chose to call a family improvement plan,
in which families are entitled to a base amount, plus $5,000 per person, to a
maximum of $40,000 per family.

Payments under the new plan have been rigidly controlled by the Village
Council. No funds can be paid out until each family, regardless of 1ts resi-
dence, whether in Tyonek or elsewhere, develops a sound plan for use of the
money and it 1s approved by the Village Council.

This year, the Tyoneks set up a $50,000 scholarship loan fund which will
enable any Alaskan of native blood to take post-graduate college work.

The past two years have seen completion of 59 new homes at Tyonek, one for
every family living here, and an eight-room guest house, at a total cost of $1.5
million. All homes are equipped with the most modern electrical appliances.

For some 50 Tyoneks living in Anchorage, the Village Council constructed
new homes at a total cost of some $500,000. The Village Council encouraged the
building of duplexes and triplexes, to provide their fellow tribesmen with a
continuing source of income as well as new housing.

An investment program has given the Tyoneks controlling interest in an
Anchorage-area utilities firm, complete ownership of a radio-television store in
Anchorage and part ownership of an Anchorage firm dealing in the title and trust
business. They also own a small commercial building in Anchorage and another
building now under long-term lease to a nationwide business machine company.

But the jewel in their investment program is a new $1 million office build-
ing in downtown Anchorage. It 1Is known as the Albert S. Kaloa Jr. Memorial
Building, and is leased to the U. S. Bureau of Indian Affairs at $108,000 a year.

"The Village Council has stacks of contemplated ventures under considera-
tion," McCutcheon says, "but it is interested only in blue chip investments."

The Tyoneks approved construction of the Kaloa building prior to his death,
on ground given to them by an Anchorage resident for that purpose.

(Gontinued on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page 8)

"We have budgeted the money received from the oil and gas leases carefully
in order to provide for the future education of our children and to provide for
housing for our people at Tyonek," Kaloa wrote in the village Newsletter.

"The balance of the money we must invest to make our program self-sustaining.
Otherwise, our funds will be exhausted and our people will ultimately be reduced
to that degree of poverty, hardship and suffering experienced over centuries."

At Tyonek itself, the Bureau of Indian Affairs has completed a four-classroom
school, with a paved outdoor play area and a gymnasium-auditorium, at a cost of
$737,000

Electricity for the village is supplied by a generator powered by free na-
tural gas from the one gas well drilled on the reservation. Another generator
is en route to the village and arrangements have been made to sell the excess
power to oil companies operating on the west side of Cook Inlet.

Three other wells, drilled on the reservation, were dry, but oil exploration
around the reservation continues and the Tyoneks have earmaried, by resolution,
any future royalties. The resolution specifies that if oil is found on the
reservation, every other native in Alaska will have the same opportunities which
the bonus money gave the Tyoneks before they will spend one cent of the royalty
money on themselves

McCutcheon said the Tyoneks are extremely sensitive on this point; putting
it this way:

"It's pretty damned shocking to see the disease and actual starvation which
occurs in some of Alaska's native villages. It's an old, old story, as the
Tyoneks know from bitter experience. They want to help.

(From the Portland Sunday Telegram, 1/1/67)

PEOPLE

Tecumseh Deerfoot Cook, chief of the Pamunkey Indians of Virginia, drove up
to the State House in Richmond last week and dragged a nine-point buck from the
trunk of the 1967 Chevy. He was delivering his tribe's Thanksgiving tribute in
lieu of taxes to Governor Mills E. Godwin Jr. When Deerfoot thumped out a for-
mal Pamunkey hello on a tom-tom, Governor Godwin asked him to perform a tribal
dance. Deerfoot declined. He explained that he had a sore foot.

(From Sports Jllustrated, 12/66)

MAINE COMMISSIONER SAYS INDIANS
FACE SCALPING UNDER CURTIS BUDGET

The Maine Commissioner of Indian Affairs protested Friday that Indians in
the State will get scalped if the budget as presented by Gov. Kenneth M. Curtis
is approved by the legislature.

Edward C. Hinckley charged the Democratic chief executive "apparently no
longer feels that any different approach or direction of programs involving In-
dians is necessary."

He charged the budget as set forth by Curtis Thursday represented "a com-
plete turnabout" in the State's approach to Indian affairs and said, "it gives us
Just a whisker more than what we already have."

The Department of Indian Affairs is new to the state and was the first such
state-level department of its kind in the nation. It came into being last Janu-
i ary under the 102nd Legislature following about 10-15 years of growing concern
¢ for the lot of the state's oldest citizens.

Information reaching the Department in the first year of its existence indi-
cated Indian tribes in States across the nation are watching closely the develop-
ment and progress of Maine's unique social experiment.

(Continued on Page 10)
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INDIANS FACE SCALPING UNDER CURTIS BUDGET
(continued from Page 9)

Hinckléy said the legislature has a clear cut choice.

"It can say we have changed our minds about programs involving Indians and
hence will not provide any funds to the Department, or it can say we realize that
putting Maine's Indian affairs on a new trail will take an intial investment of
the State's monies at a slightly higher level than had been true in the past,"
he said.

Hinckley asked for $750,000 for the next biennium in current services and
supplemental funds.

This was slashed by about $243,000.

He said the current yearly Indian affairs budget excluding capital improve-
ments is about $240,000 He requested a yearly budget, excluding capital improve-
ments of about $3OO a year for each reservation resident.

Hinckley said the Department was created in response to a growing mutual
concern among Indians and non-Indians alike.

The State possesses two major tribes, the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot.

Hincley said he came to Maine "to take charge of the mandate from the 102nd
legislature and implement a creative approach to the problem.'

He said the department obtained emergency supplemental appropriations from
the special session of the 102nd legislature which "literally kept it (the de-
partment) from dying four months after it was born."

"Right now this supplement is enabling the department to continue only the
former level and type of services to Indians with practically no change or inno-
vations and certainly no expansion."

"It was supposed to be a time for change," he said' adding, "the governor
was supposed to have an action plan."

According to the Commissioner, about $70,000 in state funds was spent over
the past 10 years for construction programs with no federal cost-sharing involved.

"In considerable contrast, we are asking the legislature for some $500,000
for the next two years which we expect to be able to match with an equivalent a-
mount of federal funds," he said.

Hinckley said the "major problems facing Indians in the state are the results
of a series of unfulfilled commitments from the past."

"Maine has never fulfilled its commitment to its Indians," he said.

Some 2,000 Indians live in Maine, 1,200 on three reservations, and about 800
off the reservations.

The commissioner said without constructive and cooperative work to solve the
problems of the first Americans, '"what chance do we have to satisfy the needs of
any of our citizens?"

"The presence of these tribal members within the state should be a source of
pride and honor to all citizens of Maine, instead of a source of confusion, em-
barrassment, shame and constant hostility," he said.

When informed of Hinckley's displeasure, Curtis said, "I felt that I could
not endorse his request by 100 per cent."

"My budget does call for improvements for Indians living in Maine in addi-
tion to programs suggested by the Commissioner," he said.

"Among those I recommended for Indians were improved educational programs for
Indian children," Curtis said.

"VWle cannot go beyond our fiscal limits," the governor said.

(From the Portland Press Herald, 1/1L4/67)
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PENOBSCGTS ELECT TRIBAL GOVERNOR

OLD TOWN - John Murray Mitchell of Oak Hill Street, JTndian Island was
inaugurated tribal governor of the Penobscot tribe on Jan. 1. The cercmouny,
conducted by The Reverend Real Nadeau of Saint Joseph's Rowan Catholic Chureh
was held in the Tribal Hall.

Mitchell was elected to the office by popular vote of the tribe. As
tribal governor it will be his duty to ap oint a constable, clerks, various
committees, and to lead his people in all affairs. He succeeds Francis ‘Rauco.

Also elected as leaders were Fred Nicolar, lieutenant governor, and
John S. Nelson, state representative. EKElections are held every two years in
accordance with tribal law.

With the exception of nine years spent in the Arued Forces, Mitchell
has always lived on Indian Island. He has two sons, ages 16 and 1d, and is
employed at Tucker's Shoe Cowpany at Brewer.

: He feels that his travels while in the service enable him to view con-
ditions on Indian Island in a new perspective and he is anxious to work with
his people to improve their situation.

In his inauguvral address, Mitchell outli .ed several :rograws for con-
sideration. He called first of all for a better youth prograw. He sugge:.t-
ed that a swinming pool would provide youngsters entertainwment in the su.uier,

: As the river waters are polluted, there is no place for them to swim. In
] the winter, a skating rink could be a center of activity.

Mitchell also proposed setting up a tribal office where records and
statistics could be kept in order, and free for inspection. I!e stated his
intention of carrying on the vroject of bringing water and sewage disposal tc
hoies which do not have themn.

: In conclusion, he calied upon his people to work together with the
newly created Indian Affairs Departiient., BMitchell reainded theia that they
had worked for a long tiwe to have their their own departiient. He urged
them to cooperate in initiating new programs that would benefit the whole
fenobscot Tribe,

CLOSING CF THE INDIAN SCHOOLS
by Katherine i.E.Fredricks

The State Board of Education meeting on Jamary 16th, was infor wed by
Comuiissioner william T. Logan Jr., of a communication received by aiu
August 30, 19466 frow David S. Seeley, Assistant Comuissioner, Byual Ouvortun-
ities Prograia, stating that the three schools on the Indian Reservations in
Maine be closed and the children be reassigned for tbe 1905-07 school year or
as near that terw as iossible. 3
: Since tire Sisters of Mercy have been teachers at these schools for
iore than one hundred years, Mr. Logan deeu.ed it wise to hold « coanference
with the Maine Rouian Catholic diocese to learn if it would continue its
other obligations to the Indians and retain the Sisters on tiie Reservations.
After receiving his answer Mr. Logan would then meet with the Governors of
the Reservations and explain the Washington order.

The Board meeting was not closed and the press picked up the sto.y.
Ti.erefore, the informal meeting held on Thursday afternoon was not just a
quiet talk between Mr. Logan and the Diccese, but was attended by the Indian
. governors, wmany wmembers of the Tribes, a full compliient of the Clerpy, a
3] . representative fqpm Governor Curtis, a few interested persons, one Senator,

. and one Representative.

A "

: 8t ; (Continued on page 12)
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Continued from page 11)
CLOSI.G OF Ti™ IND.AN 3CHOCLS by Katherine M.E.Fredricks

Mr. Logan read and explained the ruling frow Sec:ley, saying ie had
replied on Septeuwer 7, 1966, out had received no further communication from
Washington. Hovever, at o meeting of the Coummissioners froiw all states,
held last fall in New Orleans, he had asked Mr. Seeley to send a represent-
ative from his departizent to Maine to visit the Indian schools and becoue
familiar with all phases of their operction, out to no avail. In fact,
Seeley, in his August letter, had already stated that bis staff was too busy
to come to Maine,

The Maine diocese gave absolute assuvrance of continuing their owligation
to the Indians, and then the meeting really o:ened up. Iirs. Cathnerine Cars-
well, Reiresentative from Fortland, said she iad .ieara of the wmeeting jurely
by chance and criticised lir. Logan for his failure to notify botl liouses of
the Washington ruling and the weeting.

Mr. Logan, hile repeatedly sympathizing with the Indizns, reitercted
that he held out no hore the ruling wipht be set aside. ©Neither did Mr.
hinckley, Indian Commissioner. '

Several enlightening things came out at this weeting. First: David
Seeley's letter had inaccuracies. To w#it: "Ouly Indian ciildren who live
on the Reservations esttend these schools." (At Plcasant Foint 20 per cent
of the 84 pupils are non-Indian. The other two schools have a silaller per-
centage of white children but nevertheless are not segregated.)

"The children who attend the Indian schools receive an education which
is inferior." (This is not true. Jien Indisn.Education vas transferred
fro:: Health and Welfare to Education, the schools were supplied vith exactly
the same textbools used in all wublic schools in the state .nd followed the
save curriculum. And all teachers therevarecertiiied)

"There has been ap;rarently little or no exercise of the free choice
available in grade offered by tlie Reservation schools." (Again this is un-
true. white children are presently; attenrding these 'schools and many Indian
children go to off-Reservation schools. Much testiuony ias given that full
freedom of choice had becnr in practice for many years.)

Since last August 30th, there has been no official correction to these
erroneous statements. Mr. Logan gave as an excuse that there were several
"Freedom of Choice' cases pending in courts and he hoied the decisions would
be favorable. They were not.

Another important noint lies in the fact that for a jreriod of four and
a half months, lr. Logan failed to xing this ruling to tie atteiition of other
authorities, to the Indians thewselves, or to the Maine citizens. It was
Mr. John Nelson, not Mr. Logan, who got in touch with Senators Su.ith and
Muskie after the newspapers carried the story. The Indi:ns had to learn
apout the ruling from the sauie source as lir. Nelson, even thou:h they would
be the ones hurt by it.

The State of Maine has a sound fighting point in this for thcre are
several Reservation ‘schools in tlie West whicli are coimwletely se regated by
the sanction of the Federal Governwsent. As Senator lNorris stated, "This is
a problen for everyone in the state and certainly for the Lesislature. It is
not a problea to be confined to one departiient." : N

In reply to several examples of Washington rulings in the Southern i
states, on which ir. Logan based his lack of hope, lMrs. Carswell insisted
that Maine should work for the greatest good ot all within her borders, no #
matter what happened in other areas. 3

(Continued on page 19)




(13)

(Indian Schools, Cont'd from Page 2)

trative District in the area by Eastport and some towns. 'Ihey ah least
had a chance to vote... We were not so privileged then and still] have no
say in the matter of what we are to be taught, who by, how, or where,"
he declared.

He said he also interpreted the State Board of Education to mean that
the nuns were not doing the job correctly - "so let the state do it."

Nicholas said "this we do not like or accept. The sisters have been
here since 1830 and at that time the Indian could not speak English. Now
we are able to."

The leader also took issue that the reservation schools were dis-
criminatory. '"Ours is a public school, wide open. e have had other than
Indians make application and attend the school here. ©No application has
been turned down.,"

Joseph Mitchell, tribal governor at Plezsant Foint, felt the Indian
Wwas being discriminated against by forcing the children off tiae reservation
and he added that the move, if carried through by the state, would cause
considerzble hardship to the families because of the possible feeling of
""not being wanted" in the white school system... "the people feel they are
being pushed into another society and they don't care to integrate,'" he said.

John Stevens, tribal governor at Peter Dana Point, Princeton, said
"we are ready to fight. If the nuns are forced to lezve, I wouldn't want
to live here . . . There are good people here that are holding on because
of their example."

As a practical matter, the Indians are caught in a situation which
Wwas none of their doing. It stems from school integration yrobleins in the
South. Previously, Maine Indian children have had ‘freedow of choice",
meaining they could attend reservation schools or public schools. Now,
the U.S. Office of Education says tiiis is not acceptable.

Maine Education Coummissioner William T. Logan, Jr.
in a bind over the matter because the federal governuent could withhold
funds until the state complies with the law.

One possible solution might be making the schools over into private
parochizl institutions. Although they are run by the Sisters of Mercy, they
are not Parnchial schnols at present.

has found himself

GOV. CURTIS PLEDGES SUF.ORT FOR INDIANS

In the Inaugural Address of Maine Governor, Kenneth r. Curtis to
the 103rd legislature on January 5, 1967, Gov. Curtis gave his support to
the Maine Indians. He stated, "We must also vrovide for expanded profess-
ional services and sup ort for self-govermaent for Indians on reservations,
I further recommend that Indian representatives to the Lepislature be grant-
ed full privileges to speak on all legislation on the flecor of the House,
~and that they be granted salary and expense all.owauces equal to that of
__other representatives."

INDIAN ISL&LD SwWIwi. ILG POOL
|

A representative of the Penobscot Indian Tribe will be named to a
committee to administer a proposed in-door, out-door swimming pool to be
bulﬂt in D]d T'own, the Bangor Daily News announced on Deceimber 30th.

'l',\.
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The Original Americans . « e
CATRROKLES FROVE IrDIANS Casi SHED JvITE PAL RWALISH

(Last of three articles)
By JaCK V., FOXL
United Press Internationsl

Tucked away in the Appalachian Mountains of North Caroiina near the
Tennessee line lies a Cherokee reservation which has the distinction of be-
ing one of the rare exaimples of the Auerican Indiun throwing off the white
man's paternalism.

Anong the more than 600,000 Indians scattcred .cross the United States
the Cherokees near Snoky lMountain National Park have cr ated the wost self -
sufficient Indian. comuunity in the nation by cashing in on the curiosity
about the red man.

Fach suimmer since 1950 they have enacted an outdoor pageant, "'"Unto
These Hills," which tells the history of the Cherokee. Those living there
still are descendants of renegades who hid from federal troops when the
United States forced the Cherokee tribe in 1038 on a march all the way to
Oklahoma. Half of them died.

The drama brought tourists in ever jrowsing numbers and today there
are 35 motels on the reservation, three quarters of them owned by the
Cherokee people and 75 per cent of the employees CHlerokees.

The Indians about 10 yeuars ago also started a factory siich .akes
tom-toms, headdresses, baskets and other Indian regalia. Their wroducts
are now unarketed nationwide and several other factories have been started
by the tribal council.

The North Carolina Cherokee success is notable because it is vir-
tually the only such example of a tribe rising frowm the policy of federal
paternalism which in the imain has left the Indian a helpless and near
hopeless drag of society.

There are signs the governwent .iay be taking a new course.

Robert L. Bennett, a S54-year-old Oneida Indian frow iJisconsin, re-
cently was named to head the Bureau of Indizn Affairs, uhich is the wain
federal a:.ency dealing with Indian rob:lms. Benaett is the first Iandian
to hold the post in 95 years. wWhite men have been in charge since 1871
when F1i F. Parker, an aprointee of President Ulyssess S, Grant, retired.

The BIA finances and staffs 260 schools for some 58,000 Indian child-
ren on the reservations, the great majority of them elementary schools.

It has been one of the few solid accomplishiments of federal jclicy
but even it has had the tragic effect of breaking up Indian families and
creating in the young people a sense of shame about their rarents and the
way they live,

Bennett speaks with enthusiasm of the efforts various tribes are
now imaking with the help of BIa and the Office of Econowic Oprortunity to
attract industry to reservations areas. They are pitifully few, but they
awesasstarte

Next to employment, housing is the greatest Indian problem and on
most reservations it is wretched. Reservation Indians own their land and
they pay no taxes but there is also the fact they cannot sell the land.
For that reason they cannot get mortgages or loans for improvement because
the law prevents banks and other lending agencies from foreclosing.

(Continued on Page 15)
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(The Original Americans continued from Page 14)

In Oklahoima, a state with one of the largest Indisn poiulations number-
ing well of 60,000, the reservation concert was largely discarded years ago.
About 90 per cent of the Indian children go to public schools but the drop-
out rate in high school is three to four times higher than that of the non-
Indian,

Says Charles Poehlman, director of Indian education in Nevada: "An
Indian child holds back in classroom discussion discussion because he would
never answer a question unléss he Knek ne was -rizht. 'On the other hand, he
would never answer a guestion that one of his friends had uissed."

North and South Dakota and Nebraska have an Indian population of about
65,000, mostly Sioux. Of the 45 million scores of range land on the reser-
vations, more than one third is being worked by white ranchers who lease it
through the BIA with the incoime going to the tribal councils.

Vernon Ashley, a full-blood Sioux who grew up on the Crow Creek Reser-
vation, is bitterly critical of the BIA and its failure to train Indians in
doing their own farming and ranching.,

In the state of Washington, sales of timber, mining claims and farm
land have inade some Indians rich.

The 5,000 Yakimas are still great Indians. They run cattle, sheep
and horses, have irrigation for their farms and aprle orchards, hunt and
fish for their needs year round in the area of Mount Adaus.

The Muckelshoots, on the other hand, live a few wiles south of Seattle
on land so poor they have a hard tiwe growing potatoes. They fish for a
living but since the state got an injunction a year ago against netting
streams out of season, even this source of income has been closed.

Los Angeles is another of the big cities to which Indians have been
relocated or attracted on their own. It has uore than 25,000 Indians in
the metropolitan area., The State Advisory Com..ission on Indian Affairs in
a report this year concluded: "The social and economic condition of the
Indian are the lowest of any minority in the state."

And the report was issued after the Negro riot in Watts,

Wall Street .Journal- Oetober 7, 1966 How You May Obtain Copies Of

GLUSKAP THE LIAR
; & OTHER INDIAN TALES

f P | / The Maine Indian Newsletter

= ) will receive orders for Gluskap
: the Liar & Qther Indian Tales
written by Horace P. Beck. Send
& ik your name and address and the
Fon W . | number of copies you would like
T Lk, J , X to the Editor.
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BOOK REVIEW

GLUSCAP THE LIAR
& OTHISR INDIAN TiLLS
by
Horace P. Beck

Humor, terror, trickery; vaurires, witches and cannibals; brave girls
and transforied creatures--suchh as the snske thet shed its skin eacin night to
become an Indian maiden's lover--are the major ingredients of t.iis faciﬁating
volune,

A character who dominatec many of t.ese tales is Glus.cap, the friendly
giant with stone eyebrows, who seems to have been a relation of the great
giant Katahdin, and who is assisted by the dwarf Mikumwesu, so heavy he sank
knee-deep into granite when he walked .

One group of tales, among which some reseible in a way our '"shaggy dog"
stories, exhibits both a European and Indian bacliground. They concern N' Jao-
ques, whose ainoral behavior leads him into all sorts of scrapes. According
to Mr. Beck, N'Jacques is very popular among the Indians, perhaps more so
than Gluskap.

Using the Penobscot Indians as a central proup, the author has devoted
a conciderable section of this book to an archaeological, historical, ethno-
logical survery of the tribe up to the present time. Through a lar e body of
their folklore, he has shown how the wmaterial fits into the lives of these
Indians and can extend our understanding of thewm., There are mythological
tales that seem to. verify the archaeology, historical tales that have their
roots in historical fact, noral tales that sug est certain characteristics
of the Penobscot culture, and European tales that the Indians picked up from
settlers and missionaries and adapted to their own environment.

Many of these latter are still quite recognizable as variants of stories
anong those collected by the brothers Grimii, whose fairytales have nourished
S0 nany generations of Aimerican and European children. To show how represent-
ative all the tales are of the entire New England region, Mr. Beck has also
included some waterial fori: tribes neighboring the Fenobscot,

Rather than tell these stories verbatim, DMNr. 3eck has transcribed them,
except for one tale told in dialect, in a style that uaintains the color of
‘oral transuission, of the native idiom and style peculiar to the narrators,
andhas the simple direct quality of folk art.

Aside from the pleasure the text will give the layman reader, a concise
appendix, valuable to the serious student of folklore, provides a discussion of
the sources and the motifs involved in this collection.

’

%23,119 GRANTTD FOR ANTIPOVERTY PLaN OF AQUODDY IRDIANS

IASHINGTON - Apirroval of a $23,119 federal grant to develop anti-
roverty programs benefiting Maine's Passamaquoddy Indians was announced by
Sen. Ediund S. Muskie and Rep. #Jilliam D. Hathaway.

The funds will be w«llocated by the Oftfice of Econo:ic Gpportunity to
the Washington County Regional Action Agency in Machias and will be adwin-
istered by the Passamaquoddy Indian tribe at. the Pleasant Poiut and Indian
Township reservations.

Hathaway said the grant will be used to "awount a program to deal with
social and economic problems of the Indians in an effort to alleviate poverty
within the tribes.!"" Dr. James Payson w#ill direct the project, according
to Muskie.

(From Portl nd Press Herald, 1/12/67)
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FACT SHEET FOR LEGISLATORS

The material on this page, and on Page 18, was prepared originally as
a fact sheet for members of ! aine's 103rd Legislature,

Following a request from Representative Glenn Starbird (D-Kingman) the
Editor asserbled this basic information on }Maine Indians in particular and
eastern tribes in general and mimengraphed it on the green Newsletter masthead.
Rep. Starbird plans to distribute these sheets for the benefit of the legisla-
tors. It is included here for the benefit of Newsletter readers,

DID YOU KNOW THAT -
- there are an estimated 1,200 Indians living on three Reservations in MAINE?

- the Penobscot Reservation includes all the Penobscot River islands from
0ld Town to Mattawamkeag?

- the Passamaquoddy Reservations are Pleasant Point (near Perry, Maine) and
all of Indian Township (near Princeton, Maine)?

- an estimated 800 MAINE INDIANS live off-Reservation-throughout the state,
and that a considerable number live throughout New England and the rest of the
United States, while still maintaining their ties to their Tribes?

- the MAINE . RESERVATIONS were given the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy Tribes
in exchange for all of what is now the State of Maine?

- there are more than 500,000 Indians in the United States, belonging to
hundreds of different Tribes, and that birthrate among Indians is about 2%
times as great as among the country's population as a whole?

- Massachusetts has an Indian population of over 2,000 Mashpees, Wampanoags,
and Nipmucs;
Connecticut has an Indian population of almost 1,000 Pequots, Mohegans,
Schaghticokes, and Paugusetts;
Rhode Island has an Indian population of almost 1,000 Narragansetts;
New Hampshire has an Indian population of over 100 Pennacooks; and
Vermont has an Indian population of over 50, belonging to various Tribes?

- in addition to the New England states, there are some 115,000 Indians
living in northeastern, east central, and southern states - the great majority
of these having no Federal administrative connection?

- MAINE INDIANS have never had any administrative connection with the Federal
government, and do not now?

- MAINE is the ONLY STATE in the country to have a State Department of
Indian Affairs?

- Congressional delegates and Indian Tribes from other states have already
expressed an interest in this new approach to MAINE INDIAN AFFAIRS, and that
the federal Bureau of Indian Affairs and the U.S. Public Health Service (Division
of Indian Health) are also very interested in developments in MAINE?

(OVER)




(From "REPORT TO THE 102ND LEGISLATURE: The Administration of Indian Affairs'
by the Interim Joint Committee on Indian Affairs of the 10lst Legisla-
ture, January, 1965)

"For a time following the establishment of the State of
Maine as a separate political entity, negotiations with the
Tribes was entirely legislative and for the moment the Indians
were left to themselves. As the years progressed, the plight
of the Indians became more apparent. Legislative matters also

were becoming deep and complicated and the needs and wants of /
a growing white population came first. The problems of the
Indians were shunted about by a succession of legislatures, ’

finally ending up with the Department of Health and Welfare."

"In both the 100th and 10lst Legislatures bills were intro-
duced which would have transferred the supervision and admin-
istration of Indian Affairs from the Department of Health and
Welfare...In the 100th the bill failed of passage and in the
101st it was referred to the study which is the basis of this
report..."

"It is the opinion of this Committee that the affairs of
the Indian tribes within this State are not being handled in a
manner that is condusive to the best interests of the Indfan....
We feel that any onus of blame falls rightly upon the many
legislatures that failed to do anything other than to see that
the Indian had shelter, was clothed and fed and that he kept
his distance from the legislature itself. The State of Maine,
for all purposes, is dealing with the Indian today in the same
manner in which he dealt with him one hundred and forty-five
years ago..."

"In conclusion, the Committee finds that it is the desire
of the Maine Indian to improve his lot. He feels that he must
be given the opportunity to have a voice in governing himself
and his affairs. He is cognizantof the fact that this cannot
come about overnight but by necessity must be a long range affair.
He does not wish to lose his identity as an Indian but believes
with some assistance both he and his tribe can show progress.'

(From the REPUBLICAN PLATFORM FOR 1967-69, March, 1966)

"We recognize that the Indians of our State have gone from
sovereign nations to dependent communities in a span of two
hundred years; that until recently all that has been offered
the Indian is a welfare program...We urge that the Passamaquoddy
and Penobscot Tribes be given the necessary governmental and
economic assistance to enable them to have a choice and a voice
as to their future role in our society."

(From the DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM FOR 1967-1969, May, 1966)

"We commend the 102nd Legislature for enacting legislation
that.,.should enable the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot Indians
and the state government working together to develop a program
that will enable the Indians living on the reservations to
flourish and prosper...We urge...that reservation Indians be
granted a greater degree of self-government and a larger voice
in their own affairs."

(The MAINE INDIAN NEWSLETTER 1is a privately sponsored and published monthly
mimeographed Newsletter devoted to news of Indian Affairs in Maine and through-
out the country. Currently supported entirely by donations, there is as yet
no subscription charge. Write the Editor to be placed on the mailing list.)
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CLOSInG OF InDIAN SCHOCLS by Katherine ii.'.., Fredricks
(Continued from page 12)

By far the least iiportant iteu of ..ishandling of tiis natter is the
complete withholding of all inforimation connected with it wrom the Indians.
They had to read in the ncwspapers that what had been tieir way of life since
1824 was to be disrupted.

lr. Gessil gave sonle of the teriis of tieir Treaty with the State of
Maine. In a quiet and controlled manner he stated that the State must pro-
vide health, welfare and education, but veyond thct the Treaty gave the
Indians the right to close their gates wund be really scyregated; a nation
vnto theuselves,

Governor dJohn liitchell of 0ld Town said that if there were to be no
freedom of choice the .aite children wiio lived on the Reservation should
then be returned to the Reservation schools and not just the Indian children
forced out of thew. Governor Mitchell further said that all matters concern-
ing the Indians should be, 1aid before thei at the tiie such arose. 1o this
Mr. Logan aprzecd, and that information would be distributed through Mr.
Hinckley.

Ex-Governor George Francis said th:.t had he %“nown of tihis ruling when
it vas wade he wuld have gone to Washington and pled for bLis peorle.

A bill has been drawn by the Departilent of Education for apjroval by
the Legislature, and is designed to raise the necessary ap ropriations for
cowpliance with the ruling and ear.arked "Euergency''. The apyro»riations
are not to exceed %228,500 for the fiscal year ending June of 1465. Section T
of the bill reads: "All children who reside with parent & suardian on &n
Indian Reservation shall be entitled to shool privilejes as described in
sections 1454 and 1454 in Neighboring local educational areicies on a tuition

basis only, notwithstanding that these children do not reside in unorgan-
ized territory,"

The Washington deadline is near and because this has been kewt under
the 1id for iionths there is little tise to bring pressure to have the ruling
set aside. Tlius the Legislature is really on the spot. ¥ither tle ruling
is complied with or lHaine loses Federal school fuids.

Soiie states have refused to cownly and taken the los of funds. But at
least they h.ve kept their freedow of choice and the soverelgnty -of their
State. In Mazine, however, it looks as though the Indi-is would lose another
rourd, aliost the last right they had lert: the freedoin of cioice,

LALEST RE'ORT ON SC1LOOLS

In a news conference held on January 31, Governor Curtis stated in
the Portlnd Press Herald th.t atter conferring iioaday with rederal education
ofticials coucerning schooling rruvisions for ilzine Indian ciiildren, he
thinks those officials feel "they way have been a little hasty” in raising
the question of discri.udnation. "They indicated to us they are not ready to
say there is discrimination. . . .From talking with thewm I f-el quite con-
fident they are going to report to us that there is no discrimination in
thiis state."

The issue was over schools on the Indian reservations-hich the Indians
say they want to keep.

"The state has no intention of allowing auy avuse of the civil rights
act, Curtis said. "It wants to provide the ocist education it can to the
Indian children.,'" i

(Froi1 the Portland Press Herald, ~2/1/07)
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A NOJ DaY TOR Giv AMw:ICEN INDIAN
Dy Hubert H. Huwophiey
Vice President, The United States of A ‘erica
(Contipued fron Deceuber Newsletter)

e 7 AN AP 3

Wle touch ere on the very bedrock issue confrontiug toe U.S.Burcau of ! ‘
Indi.n / ffairs: How to hel- the sll-Indien citi.ens of this country attain
status-stetus as citizens, status as li.ian veings, status as Indians. In

their own winds, so:.le are confused as to who they are and here they fit in
the national sche.ie of things. Li.e sowe of the 2ountries of Asia and Africa,
long dominated by foreign powers, the Indian tribes are now couwing into a
sense of self-awareness but they haven't quite found the way to take a con-
structive part in affairs of the larger couuunity.

To help them find their way President Johnson stated: "Your President
thinks that the time has come to put the first Aimeric.ns first on our agenda...
From this hour forward, we are going to...begiﬁswork...on the nost comprehen- ‘
sive program for the advancement of the Indiuns that the Governent of the
United States has ever considered. I want it to ve sound, realistic, pro-
gressive, venturesoune, and farsighted."

Coiutissioner Bennett who grew up awong his own trib 1 peojple, the Oneidas
of Wisconsin, and who has been im:lersed in Indian afiairs throughout his
entire life has stated: "I aw far more intcrested in promoting constructive.
action than in recriminations oer the responsibility for past ction, and it
will be the major goal of the Indian Bureau under my leadership to initiate
new ideas and programs that will, hopefully, enable our Indian citizens to
throw off old frustrations and acheive a much quicker pace of progress."

To place this remark in fullest persrective, let us examine some of the
crucial aspects 6f Federal<Indian relations.

The Secretary of the Interior is, by law, the trustee of about 51 million
acres of land, the largest part of which is in .the 9Jestern States. Trustee-
sinip status evolved following the Indian wars of the 19th Century after which
the reservation system was established, and the legal status of Indian trives c
changed fron one of sovereignty to wardship.

How far does the trusteeship responsipbility go? By an accuwulation of
statutes, regulations, and appropriations, Federal supervision of these Indian
lands has coite to involve a responsibility for developing natural resources to
assure benefits to the Indian owners. But Indian initiative is often obscur-
ed by the "wardship' sentiient, and Governuent policies have also vacillated.
The net result is that development of Indian areas. has lagged behind resource
utilization in the country as a whole. DMeanwh:le, non-Indians have acquired
parcels of land within the original reservation boundaries, creating a ''check-

.erboard" pattern that, in some localities, had reduced thé viability of the

land for tribual-use purposes, such as large-scale comtercial farming or
ranching. Moreover, fractionated o.nership of Indian parcels, as the land
passes from one generation to the next, has resulted in high costs to the
Federal Governitent in administering hoidings that offer little incoite to
any single individual.,

These in brief, are some of the wajor comte.porary problems arising from
the trustceship status of Indian lands. The lack of flexibility in the trust
concept is under attack by the new Commissioner. I am confident that legis-
lative remedies will soon be proposed that will loosen soule of the shackles |
and perinit faster economic growth in Indian areas.

(Continued next month)
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