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U.S. Olympian Sockalexis, 1912.

Indian Day,
race slated

INDIAN ISLAND — The classic four
mile Andrew Sockalexis memorial foot-
race is scheduled here, July 24, starting at
9:30a.m.

Race organizer Michael Ranco, a Pen-
obscot, said he expects a tremendous
turnout for the popular race, as well as for
the tribal Indian Day, to which the public
is invited. Indian Day usually includes
children¥ and adults “games, food, con-
tests, exhibits and so forth. A canoe race
and pie-eating contest are highlights,
followed by a fireworks display in the
evening. For information call 827-7776.

The Indian Island Beano Committee has
sponsored these events for several years.

The race, is Ranco3 project, and 70
percent of proceeds will be handed over to
the Bangor TB & Health Association.
Interestingly, the association was able to
locate records of Andrew Sockalexis, a
Penobscot Indian, who died from TB.
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Micmacs rally to
cry of recognition

By Bunny McBride and Harald Prins
Special to the Wabanaki Alliance

A tall man, with straight black hair
slapped across his head, approached the
podium with quiet confidence. <“Tulada-
dooltimkawa 7”he began, welcoming his
people. The audio system squealed;
“White man machine, ”teased the tall one.

He spoke to some 100 Micmac Indians:
children, oid ladies, dark-haired beauties,
hoary-headed gentlemen and eager young
men, who filled the room with hubbub,
curiosity, excitement. Many had traveled
nine hours in jam-packed run-down cars to
be here. But what was a little discomfort
in the birthing of a unified cause? Faces
were sleepy, but anticipation shone
through most of them.

The gall man was Tom Battiste, Micmac
and a Program Specialist for the Admin-
istration for Native Americans (ANA).
The occasion was the coming together of
New England organizations representing
Micmacs, for the purpose of planning a
joint effort to gain federal recognition for
Micmacs in the United States. "We fe
embarking on ajourney,”3aid Battiste. “Ft
will be abumpy road, but together we can
take those bumps. I don ¥ know where it

*will lead, but hopefully when we reach the
end, all Micmacs of the United States will
be standing there together."

At that moment they were very much
together, rubbing elbows, sitting shoulder
to shoulder around four long tables in the
Boston Indian Council gymnasium. Life-
size Native American renderings of ani-

mals paraded brilliantly across one wall;
the words SKY, SOUL, LOVE, GRASS,
AIR and SUN shouted from another,
Canoes hung from the ceiling. Unques-
tionably this was an Indian affair. It was
the second Micmac Issues meeting, follow-
ing on the heels of a March meeting, of just
two dozen Micmac representatives on
Indian Island. At this second go-round,
almost ten dozen Micmacs and represen-
tatives from near and far were partici-
pating: from Connecticut3 American In-
dians for Development (AID), the Asso-
ciation of Aroostook Indians (AIA), the
Boston Indian Council (BIC), Central
Maine Indian Association (CMIA) and the
Worcester Inter-tribal Indian Center
(WITIC). In addition, staff from ANA, the
National Indian Lutheran Board and the
American Friends Service Committee,
along with attorney Tom Tureen (of Maine
Indian Land Claims Settlement fame) and
other concerned people, joined in the day-

Indians: 52 percent

WASHINGTON — A recently updated
report on the-population of American
Indian reservations, shows a total of
734,895 Indians living on or near reserva-
tions, including the former reservation
areas of Oklahoma and 64,047 Eskimos,
Indians and Aleuts in Alaska.

This is 52percent of the 1.4 million total
Indian population counted in the 1980
census. The data, compiled from informa-
tion provided by the BIA field offices, also

long conference. Before nightfall, an
ad-hoc U.S. Micmac Council and a group
committee to meet next July would be
established.

Despite the fact that Micmacs are one of
the two largest groups of Native Ameri-
cans within Maine {1,000 individuals or
more), they were the only Maine Indian
“tribe””not included in the Maine Indian
Land Claims Settlement Act of October,
1980. As a result of that Act was the
shutting down of one of their service
resources — the State3 Department of
Indian Affairs. Consequently, Micmacs of
Maine not only failed to gain through the
Settlement: they were actually set back.
In the Micmac Issues meeting. Tureen, a
slight, sandy-haired, bespectacled man.
dressed in ubiquitous navy sportsjacket
and grey flannels of attorneys, com-
mented on this issue: "A most critical
aspect of any Recognition effort is

(Continued on page 6)

live on reservation
shows an unemployment of 31
percent on the reservations.

The reservations with the largest popu-
lations are: Navajo, Arizona, New Mexico
and Utah, 160,722; Pine Ridge, South
Dakota, 13,417; Papago, Arizona, 10,610;
Gila River, Arizona; 9,592; Rosebud,
South Dakota, 9,484; Turtle Mountain,
North Dakota, 8,656; Yakima, Washing-
ton, 8,502; Hopi, Arizona, 8,439; and Fort
Apache, Arizona, 8,010.

rate

"When the Lord"s ready for me. I'll go*

Penobscot woman packed sardines 75 years

Living in a small yellow house, on a hill
overlooking the sea, is a 90-year-old Pen-
obscot Indian woman who threatens,
good-humoredly, to outlive her eight sur-
viving children. Her four sisters and one
brother are gone.

Hattie Gordius of Bass Harbor isnt¥
about to move to a nursing home. Not as
long as she can get around a bit. In fact,
shed@ still be working at the sardine
cannery if it weren T for glaucoma — “the
pain took me,”%he said, “éverything is like
seeing in the fog. 1@ still be working if it
weren T for that.””

Hattie spent three quarters of a century
at the cannery — canning sardines, clams,
shrimp or whatever William Underwood §
Bass Harbor factory was packing. “fdidn
retire; | was forced to retire,””she said
emphatically. For years, widowed and
bringing up nine children, Hattie walked
from her Bass Harbor job to work another
shift at Addison § cannery in Southwest
Harbor.

She worked until a year ago last Sep-

tember. To say that Hattie Gordius was
never a welfare case is gross understate-
ment. Looking back on life, Hattie, who
needs no hearing aid or cane, observed, “f
don T know if 1@ do anything different.
Hard work never killed anybody. Eong as
anyone can work, | think they ought to.

“f%e had two homes burn out from
under me, and | had to start over."

Hattie has always spoken her mind. Her
eyes are kind, her face wrinkles in merri-
ment as she jokes about her age. “f tell
&m | f going to be like Methusela. 13 live
that long if I could. But when the Lord
gets ready for me, 1 0 go.””

Hattie is far from lonely. Some family
lives nearby, and a daughter, Frances
Olsen, recently moved in with her to help
out. “She tells us shef outlive us,””
Frances said.

“She R still take her axe and go out to
chop kindling if 1 dont watch her.””

“Yes, | do,” Hattie added, with a touch
of pride. She said her health has been good

(Continued on page 8)

Hattie Gordius, age 91, at home in Bass Harbor.
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editorials

A question

Dear Indian Island School Board and Wabanaki Corporation:

We would like to know why the following advertisements were not

uDility TOo. -
Turlnq systems Cat.
arg knowledge helpful Ck\
TN ROPE, PO Box 36, Warren. Mt
TEACHING POSITIONS - Ap h
- care Pplications are being accepted at
-neral Indian Island School for the posi 0
" Pre tlonlof t?]a?gﬁr IT1 grades|3, ot p
early childhood. Applicants
;‘,Ré%f shnqu have classmomp%eachlng Acce
experience and should send re- o\ i o
sumes. transcripts, and letters of pisiness o
M ac. reference immediately to. eluding prt
mplus Principal turns. Call.
Jticai Indian Island School 800-323.9C
i and ox S5 ines-
! in“ Old Town, Maine 04468 Busines
Telephone 274256 BAKr
——~ TELEVISION ENGINEER - P
gm  immediate, npenlng = assists*
and jOtnecl,:

placed in Maine 3 only Indian newspaper, seeing as you would be
interested in hiring Indian people.

i hl Bar Hat-
Rcad Brewe -Call 98951%5.
WANTED — Alcoholism Coun
selor. An individual to serve Na
five Americans and others in the
Southern Maine area (York.
Cumberland. OxTord, Androscog
gm, Sagadahoc, and Lincolr
Cuunlles) with emphasis on_the
greater "Portland Metropolitar
area. Native American back
round and Maine State Regis
ration will be considered sfronc
application assets. Salary plus
mileage reimbursement, in
teresfed person should submit e
resume to: Stephen Francis} Ex
ecutive Oirector, Wabanaki Cor
orafion. One Kenduskeag Plaza
0om Q0. Bangor, Maine
WANTED EXPERT CED -
part time cashier -tv

Sincerely,

Wabanaki Alliance

A vacancy

Indian Island school board member Michael Ranco resigned from

that position the first week in February.

That is five months ago. We wonder why his position has not been

filled. There has been no election, nor is one scheduled,
knowledge.

to our

Is something sinister going on, or is this a case of neglect? We see

no reason why an elective position should remain vacant for this

length of time. The school board chairman and other tribal officials

must take responsibility for this regrettable situation.

A thank you

Wabanaki Alliance wishes to express its tremendous gratitude to

The Onaway Trust of West Yorkshire,
$10,000.
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Supt. DiCenso won"t comment

Indian Education
owes City $42f000

OLD TOWN — The Maine Indian
Education department owes this city
$42,000 for tuition of Penobscot students,
and payment is overdue.

Maine Indian Education Supt. Edward
DiCenso, who maintains an office in
Calais, has repeatedly ignored requests
that he return phone calls to Wabanaki
Alliance. At press time, he had made no
public comment on the money owed Old
Town, or similar monies owed Eastport
and Calais, where Passamaquoddy stu-
dents attend high schools.

The problem appears to originate with
the federal government, which a few
years ago took over funding of Indian
education as part of newly-won federal
status of Maine Indians. Previously, the
state paid the bills.

Now, with money overdue, the state has
agreed to help Old Town, Eastport and
Calais by dipping into state coffers to pay
some bills on a temporary basis.

In Old Town, city officials discussed the
possibility of suing the Indian Island
school board for non-payment on junior
high and high school tuitions, covering
40-50 Penobscot students in the Old Town
school system.

But Old Town Supt. John Grady has
tried to de-fuse the situation. “Ffh not
terribly concerned about it," he told this
newspaper. “We fe handling it as an
account receivable.””

Grady said the state has made several
payments on the Indians *behalf, and that
U.S. Senator George Mitchell3 office
“keeps telling me everything is fine."
Other members of the Maine Congres-
sional delegation have not responded to
Grady § appeal for help, he said.

The lateness in federal payments seems
to be tied to confusion in Public Law 874,
under which education of military de-
pendents has been moved to the Defense
Department, and Indian education re-
mains under the U.S. Department of

PENOBSCOT NATION
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT
TRAINING AND YOUTH PROJECTS

1 Applicant must come into the
D.E.D. Office and establish/update
their tribal files. Applicant will then
apply for financial assistance and at
that time he/she can be administered
the Strong-Campbell Interest Inven-
tory (voluntary). This reinforces the
student’s area of interest. Applicant
must apply well in advance. Ail A.V.T.
meetings will be held on the second
Thursday of each month (unless of a
change in agenda). Deadline for appli-
cations is July 8,1982 for the fall term.
Any application received after that
date will be treated as late and only
considered if funds are available.

2. All applicants must apply for a Pell
Grant (BEOG). You must specify on
your application if it is a two or four
year degree granting program. If itis a
two or four year degTee granting pro-
gram, applicant must then apply to
Maine Indian Scholarship in Calais,
Maine. We cannot intermingle funds
between Maine Indian Scholarship and
A.V.T. programs. Remember, A.V.T.
only handles certificate granting pro-
grams on the vocational level. Appli-
cations for Maine Indian Scholarship

Education. “ft$ Washington 3 problem,””
Grady said.
At this point, Grady assured the

Alliance, Indian parents need not fear that
their children will not have a place next
fall in Old Town schools. Old Town has
grown to depend on the roughly $65,000
tuition contribution to the school budget
by Maine Indian Education.

In a related matter, Elliott Mitchell,
business manager for Maine Indian Edu-
cation, wrote a memo to “suppliers””
stating, “We were promised an early
decision by the U.S. Office of Education,
and it was not received. We still have a
sizeable amount due us for fiscal year
ended September 30, 1981 but cannot
determine whether funds will come from
the Federal or State Government. This
causes aserious cash flow problem.

“We do appreciate your patience, and
we assure you we are doing everything
possible to resolve this problem and get
current on all our accounts.””

Penobscot listed
in resource book

By Brenda Polchies

NORWICH, Conn. Rose Mason
Scribner has been chosen to be listed in
the “Resource Book on Minority Women."

She is one of 500 working minority
women who are in public service, from
different backgrounds across the country,
who was selected. The publication is from
Fiske University in Nashville, Tenn.
Scribner is mentioned in Ohoyo Women,
an Indian women § publication.

Scribner, who is attending a community
college, has been involved in Indian affairs
for some years.

Scribner is originally from Indian
Island, and she ran for lieutenant gover-
nor of the Penobscot Nation in the fall of
1981.

Information on Adult Vocational
Training
[Financial] Assistance

can be obtained at the D.E.D. Office,
Indian Island School or by writing to
Maine Indian Scholarship at Box 412-
River Road, Calais, Maine 04619, at-
tention to Jeanne Guisinger. Financial
Aid forms can also be obtained at these
locations.

3. Out-of-state travel to schools are
limited.- If they are awarded, they are
limited to one round trip. Any inter-
semester trips will be at the expense of
the student. The A.V.T. Committee
reserves the right to limit such trips
dur to budgetary constraints.

4. Student must maintain a C
average (20) and remain in good
standing with the school. Class attend-
ance is mandatory and repeated
absences will not be tolerated. Stu-
dents can be put on probation until the
following semester which would temp-
orarily or completely halt the stipend
monies he/she may be receiving. Rein-
statement of such funds is strictly upon
review by the A.V.T. Committee.

5. All applications must be presented
to the A.V.T. Committee. There will be
no exceptions. Applicant may attend
these meetings on their behalf, how-
ever, itis not mandatory.

Applicants must be enrolled
Penobscot tribal members.

LOG CABIN BUILDING
INDIAN ISLAND
el.: [207] 827-6366/Ext. 232
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Indians write
from clinic

West Germany
To the editor:

On May 4 of this year | had the
pleasure of traveling to West Germany
at the invitation of The Good Templars,
in regard to alcoholism treatment
where it pertained to Indian people of
the State of Maine.

You may recall that Mr. Wolfgang
Ritter, a second world war prisoner,
came back to visit Princeton; upon
learning he had a son by a Passama-
quoddy lady, he immediately became
interested in the problems of the
Indians of Maine.

Being arecovering alcoholic, 1 follow-
ed the developments very close, and
when | was asked if 1 @ be interested in
joining the treatment program in West
Germany, of course | said yes.

Since | 7e been here at the Good
Templars, | have experienced the most
caring people | have ever met. The
German Good Templars are no doubt,
(as | see it) the answer to positive
treatment for the Indian people that
have alcohol problems, which is the
number one killer of my people today.

The program is six months long, the
first eight weeks of which is solely for
the purpose of detoxification, which I
believe to be the right time to make the
transition into serious work of this
dreadful problem that faces my Indian
people today.

It may be noted at this point that all
expenses are being paid by the German
Good Templars and Mr. Ritter; our
appreciation for this cannot be put into
words, we can only learn and grow and
to help other Indian alcholoics when we
complete our treatment in November
of this year.

It is most gratifying that we four are
the first to take part in this most
innovative alcohol treatment program.
They have asuccess rate of 85 percent
which speaks for itself.

So at this time we wish all the people
of Maine good greetings, and thanks
for letting us use this format for this
most important task that the German
Good Templars have taken in the
interest of the problems of Indian
people.

Maynard P. Stanley, Sr.
Howard Stevens
Eugene Francis

Elwin Sapiel

Maine Indians at clinic.

Unable to afford it

Waterville
To the editor:

I am very sorry, but | must ask you to
discontinue sending me the Wabanaki
Alliance. I have found it interesting and
informative reading but | am unable fin-
ancially to keep up my subscription. Con-
tinue your own fine efforts to be an effec-
tive means of communication and informa-
tion for the Indian people of Maine and so
many others. God bless you. Thanks for
helping me to become more open.

Sister Gladys Morrell

Sisters subscribe

Peter Dana Point
To the editor:

Enclosed you will find a check in the
amount of $5.00 for a one year sub-
scription to the “Wabanaki Alliance."”

Please send the subscription to the
above address.

Thank you.

Sister Elizabeth

A warm word
from England

West Yorkshire, England
To the editor:

Many thanks indeed for your letter
of thanks to Onaway for the donation to
Wabanaki Alliance. I am pleased that
the money reached you safely. Thank
you, too, for the wonderful surprise in
the shape of the lovely book “Maine
Dirigo”*which 1 note from the invoice
has been sent to us from Wabanaki
Alliance. It is a beautiful book with
first class pictures and will make a
grand addition to our reference library
as well as helping us to know more of
the people in your area. It was a lovely
gesture and much appreciated by all of
us here.

We were all further thrilled at
receiving a very kind letter from
Timothy R. Love, the Governor of the
Penobscot Nation, expressing the per-
sonal thanks of the Nation for the help
Onaway has given to Wabanaki Alli-
ance.

Thank you for keeping a lookout for
any books on Wabanaki language. Here
I must insist that you bill the Trust for
any such books otherwise | shall feel
guilty accepting them. | know that you
need all the money you can get to keep
the newspaper going and the Trust has
budgeted to cover the cost of books for
our library.

From everyone here, all good wishes
for a successful year to everyone con-
cerned at Wabanaki Alliance.

John Morris
Founder

Two Penobscots use
IHS scholarships

INDIAN ISLAND — Two Penobscot
students are among 22 other eastern
Indians receiving scholarship aid from the
U.S. Indian Health Service (IHS). They
are Neana Neptune, attending Eastern
Maine Vocational Technical Institute, and
Natalie Mitchell, attending the University
of Maine at Orono. The remainder of
scholarship recipients were identified as
Lumbee Indians.
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THE BIKER & FRIENDS - Roger Newell, 11, oi Pleasant Point, sits astride his new
Honda trail/dirt bike, with Elizabeth Farrell, 10, left, and Alberta Sockabasin, 15.

Penobscot elder claims
clinic ignores her needs

To the editor:

This letter is to voice my extreme
displeasure in the way the off-reserva-
tion Indians of the Penobscot Nation
are treated at the Penobscot Indian
health clinic.

We received flyers in our mailboxes
telling us of their services, but, please
do not inconvenience them by asking
for a service or take for granted that
traveling all the way up there will get
that service, because you will be
refused, or be told there is no money
available.

I am a member of the Penobscot
Nation and asenior citizen. | was led to
understand that senior citizens were to
be given special consideration in all
ways. | am in need of medications for
two incurable diseases, which are too
expensive for me to have filled, as I live
on limited funds; | have tried for seven
months to get this problem taken care
of, and have been given the biggest
run-around by the clinic; told to send

Retired judge to

AUGUSTA — Retired Maine supreme
court judge Charles Pomeroy, 76, has
been chosen to head the Indian tribal-state
commission, created to oversee fishing
regulations and other matters on Indian-
held lands.

The commission chairman, who serves a

four-year term, must be a retired judge
living in Maine.

Pomeroy, who was appointed to the
state supreme court by former Gov.

Scarborough

my prescriptions up there only to have
them returned, with a sad tale of woe;
no drugstore around here will accept
credit on the clinic 3 behalf because the
bills wont get paid. What is an off-
reservation tribal member to do in this
situation? If not our own people, who
promised us so much in the beginning?
Who may | ask?

I am very disappointed in our health-
care facilities, and their very limited
services. | do not like being told to
move back to the tribal land, so I would
be cared for with no problem. Since
when did we come under such a dicta-
torship? I am just as much a Penobscot
Indian off-reservation, as on. Ask those
who use our census numbers to get
those programs for the reservation
people, which we can T have.

I still contend that off-reservation
people should be given help and
consideration just like the on-reserva-
tion ones. We count too.

H. M. Gray

.head Indian panel

Kenneth Curtis in 1969, retired in 1980.
He was a Superior Court judge for 15
years, having been appointed in 1954 by
former Gov. Edmund Muskie, who later
became the nation § secretary of state.

The Tribal-State Commission is com-
posed of four people appointed by the
governor, two appointed by the Passama-
quoddy Tribe and two by the Penobscot
Nation.

Pomeroy lives in North Windham.
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Francis-Gelimas
nuptials set

FAIRBANKS, Alaska — Delora Ann
Francis, formerly of Mars Hill (Maine) will
become the bride of Gerry Gelimas, July
10, in this city.

Delora Ann is the daughter of Irene
Augustine and the late Joseph Leo
Francis of Mars Hill. Irene is on the staff
of Central Maine Indian Association of
Orono, and plans to attend the wedding.
Delora is employed in Fairbanks as a
teacher’s aide.

Long walk to Hopi/
Navajo lands planned

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. — A long walk,
expected to take three months, was to
depart this city last month, en route to
“Sacred lands" of the Navajo and Hopi
Indians.

Spokesman Dona Peters of Trenton,
N.J., said the walk will wind up at Big
Mv....ui, Arizona, where Peters claims
8.000 Navajo and 100 Hopi are resisting
forced relocation by the federal govern-
ment. The government has been attempt-
ing to resolve a century of conflict
between the Navajo and Hopi, but Peters
claims the real motive for relocation is
uranium mining.

Summer school slated
for pre-engineers

ORONO — The Dylan A. Thomas
memorial preface program at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute is offering a two
week, expenses-paid program for aca-
demically talented high school minority
and women students to explore engineer-
ing jobs.

The program is limited to 28 minority
students in grades 10 and 11, in secondary
school. Students should have successfully
completed courses in mathematics and
science in each of their secondary school
years. Participants will be selected on the
basis of academic promise. Transportation
to and from Rensselaer, will be paid by the
program.

If interested, please contact Rene
McDougall, VISTA Indian youth worker,
at Central Maine Indian Association,
Orono.

Choctaws go with

greeting card firm

The Mississippi Band of Choctaw In-
dians recently concluded a $2.6 million
financing arrangement for a new industry
to be located on the reservation.

Tribal chief Phillip Martin described the
arrangement as “historic,”%ince it was the
first instance of state industrial bonds
being used to finance industry on an
American Indian reservation.

Martin, expressing appreciation for the
cooperation of state and local officials, said
the tribe utilized state industrial bonds
issued by the City of Philadelphia,
Mississippi, to finance the construction of
a 120,000 square foot building being leased
to American Greetings Corporation.

The building will be owned by the city
during the life of the bond issue. Rental
payments from the greeting card company
will retire the bonds and the building will
then revert to tribal ownership. A joint
business venture between the American
Greetings Corporation and a tribal busi-
ness entity, Choctaw Greetings Enter-
prise, will form the basis for the hiring of
employees and operation by the tribal
enterprise under management of Ameri-
can Greetings.

The tribe anticipates full employment of
about 350, most of them Choctaw, at the
new business.
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Summer camp
seeks campers

ORONO — Another summer is here,
and the Maine Indian Camp at Mud
Lake in Sinclair, will be operating this
year from July 5through August 13.

There will be two sessions, July 5
through 16, for ages 8-11, and July 26
through August 13, for ages 12-15.
Summer camp can help children learn
new skills, meet new friends, and
develop self-confidence. Some of the
camp activities are arts and crafts,
swimming, soccer, hiking, canoeing,
basketry, baseball, basketball, Porcu-
pine quilling, Indian medicines, canoe
building, Indian dancing, field trips,
camping, and more.

The summer camp is sponsored by
the Quebec Labrador Foundation of
Ipswich, Mass. There is a fee for the
first session and a fee for the second
session. If you are interested in going
to camp, contact Sally Mitchell, at
Central Maine Indian Association,
Orono, for applications.

Many children would like to go to
Maine Indian Camp, but cannot afford
the required fee. If anyone would like
to contribute to a child 3 camp tutition,
he or she should contact Sally Mitchell
at C.M.l.A., 95 Main Street, Orono,
Maine, (207) 866-5587.

Pleasant Point team
takes bowling honors

PLEASANT POINT - A Passama-
quoddy bowling team called Soul Brothers
emerged on top in a contest between
seven Indian teams, each consisting of 56
members.

A banquet took place May 30, in Calais,
according to Clayton Cleaves, a Soul
Brother. Other Brothers are Francis (Red)
Sapiel, John Nicholas, Jack Nicholas and
Gene Wayne Francis. The Winchesters
took second place.

There were two teams from Pleasant
Point, and five teams from Indian Town-
ship reservation, for a total of 40 persons
who participated consistently.

Cleaves said the basic purpose of the
bowling league was to “@inite with each
other”1n good, clean fun.

Paper raises
annual rates

ORONO — Subscription rates to
Wabanaki Alliance have been increas-
ed, and the new schedule is effective
immediately.

The new rates are $10 per year for
individuals, and $15 annually for insti-
tutions, such as schools, libraries and
businesses. Subscriptions outside the
U.S. will also cost $15 per year.

These increases are brought on by
rising production costs at the news-
paper, and cutbacks in charitable fin-
ancial support.

SANDRA WATSON of Bangor, aregular bingo player at Indian Island, recently won a
1982 Pontiact T-1000 sedan. It was a door prize at the Sunday evening game. Handing
her the keys and a check for the sales tax are, left to right, Howard Wilson, Irving
Ranco, Miles Francis, and Joe Francis, all bingo committee members. Watson has never
driven in her life, but plans to learn. The car is valued at $7,200. Another auto will be
given away in the future. [Diane Wilson photo]

No probe after gambling charge

BANGOR — In early 1980, Assistant
U.S. Attorney William Browder an-
nounced his office would investigate
charges the Penobscot tribe was involved
in illegal gambling activities af Indian
Island.

Browder at the time had jurisdiction
over reservation land as a result of the
1979 Sockabasin-Dana “fest case”in which
the Maine supreme court ruled the federal
government had jurisdiction on Maine3
Indian territory.

But the Maine Indian land claims settle-
ment ended the federal jurisdiction, and
Browder ¥ investigation was apparently
dropped. Wabanaki Alliance was attempt-
ing to reach Browder for comment at
press time.

The Browder action followed a visit to
Indian Island by temperance clergyman,
Rev. Benjamin C. Bubar, who came at the
invitation of Francis C. Nicolar, a Penob-
scot. Bubar was called “a jerk””by tribal
officials when he toured the game room
and slot machines.

Nicolar and Bubar alleged the tribe was
operating the largest bingo game between
Massachusetts and New Brunswick, and
that the operation was illegal.

Later that year, according to the
Bangor Daily News, Bubar complained
that “the state said they will Study the

Petit sings at
high school

INDIAN TOWNSHIP —Regina Petit, a
Passamaquoddy singer who accompanies
herself on guitar, sang af a Cabin Fever
Festival at Calais High School. She will
perform again in Calais, Aug. 7-8. Petit
has written some of her own material.

AMERO § SPORT SHOP

GUNS & ACCESSORIES

FISHING EQUIPMENT

BLACK POWDER & SUPPLIES

Hours — Mon., Tues., Wed.. Thurs., Sat. 8a.m.-5p.m.
Friday 8a.m.-8 p.m.

Bennoch Road
Old Town, Maine 04468

207-827-7032
Ask for Alor Dave

situation® and the federal government
says that it will Study the situation, “but
their reaction is an excuse to do nothing.
Some of the Indians envision their reser-
vation as becoming the Las Vegas of
Maine.””

But bingo committee president Miles
Francis of Indian Island replied at the
time, “The State of Maine has no juris-
diction here and the federal government
sees the games as being no different than
they are inother states.

“ft $our sovereign right.””

BIA to slash $16 million

WASHINGTON - Assistant Secretary
of the U.S. Interior Department for Indian
Affairs Ken Smith has announced a re-
organization of the BIA 3 administrative
structure that will create a $16 million
annual saving and “fove the Indian
agency a long way toward its goal of
making as much of its budget as possible
available for funding of programs at the
reservation level.””

W' INDIAN CRAFT 4

iM k- SUPPLIES
edge ™8 Page
- ™c Catalog

Tob world * largeti
Indian Craft* Catalog.
Mors than 4.000 itami
to chooss from|

Trade Beads, Tin Cones.
Brass Beads, Moire Taffata
Ribbon, Ermine Skins,
Bone Elk Teeth, Shawl
Fringe and Yam

Foi free cataloj
me oent. = EREY OWL
113-15Springfield Blvd.
Queens Village, N.Y. 11429

NOTICE OF DEADLINE FOR
COPY, ADVERTISING

Wabanaki Alliance announces that
all advertising and editorial copy
should be submitted to the newspaper
offices by the 15th day of the month
preceding the issue in which you wish
your copy to appear. For example,
June 15 is the deadline for the July
issue of Wabanaki Alliance. Mail all
copy to Wabanaki Alliance, 95 Main
St., Orono, ME 04473.



Sheriff takes on
Seminole bingo

HOLLYWOOD. Florida - 1t§ County
Sheriff Robert Butterworth versus the
Seminole Indian tribe here, In a con-
troversy over the legality of the Indians ™
giant bingo games held on their Ever-
glades reservation.

Butterworth said the seven-day-per-
week, S60.000 Seminole bingo games
violate state law that sets jackpots at $100
or less, and limits games to twice weekly.

Tribal lawyer Stephen Whilden says the
Seminoles have unique, federal status as a
sovereign nation. He says they are at least
partially exempt from Florida gambling
laws.

Butterworth argues that mostly non-
Indians attend the recently built 1,200
seat bingo hall, and Seminole Manage-
ment Associates, a non-Indian firm, gets
close to 40 percent of the take.

"Generating money is the name of the
game," said tribal chairman James E.
Billie.

"The real issue is a whole lot of people
are making a lot of money on bingo and it 3
not the Indians," the sheriff said.

“You have non-Indians operating a
bingo parlor on Indian land in violation of
state law and giving Indians a portion of
the profits. What you have basically is
unregulated gambling.””

An uneasy truce has been called with
the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
considers the arguments. Broward County
Is appealing a federal judge § ruling made
when Butterworth first moved against
Seminole Bingo before it opened in
December 1979.

In that decision, U.S. District Judge
Norman Roettger in Fort Lauderdale
ruled in favor of the tribe, issuing an
injunction forbidding Butterworth to in-
terfere with the bingo hall.

Roettger said his decision was “& close
one" because of the sovereign rights
question. He noted a case in Washington
state, where Indians were convicted of
violating a state law by selling fireworks,
even though they were on tribal land. The
federal courts classified the law pro-
hibiting fireworks as criminal, not civil,
and said it was intended to “promote the
safety and health of all citizens."

Because Florida permits some bingo
playing, Roettger said, it “has acknow-
ledged the benefits of bingo and has
chosen to regulate, not prohibit."

Meanwhile. Seminole Bingo is booming.
The games draw busloads of Floridians,
it"s a tour stop for groups from the North
and Gold Coast condominiums often re-
serve tables for residents.

Counselor begins
duties at Township

INDIAN ISLAND - Rick Kelley, 30, a
Boston native, says he likes his job as
reservation elementary school guidance
counselor here. He was hired last August.

Kelley, who holds a masters degree in
counseling from University of Massa-
chusetts at Amherst, has worked five
years as a vocational counselor with com-
munity programs. He worked on an Indian
study at Ambherst called “Bnlearning
Indian Stereotypes.” He is certified to
counsel K-12th grade.

Kelley works with a Passamaquoddy
counselor, Sam Dana. “We work well
together,”XKelley noted. He added, “f feel
| Ve accomplished a lot this year, but | M
still feeling my way around. | think we
have a very good school board now, and if
that can stay in place, wel have some
continuity.””

Kelley said the majority of students are
interested in careers in education.

Kelley is single and lives in Princeton.

38 Main St.

Each night hundreds of people pay $15
to S25 to play as many as two dozen cards
at a time, hoping to be the first to cover
five numbers in a row.

Understandably, the people who come
to play bingo oppose Butterworth§ ef-
forts.

“f think it stinks," said Dorothy Sena. “f
think the Indians are entitled. They Ve
been done out of so much, they deserve a
break."

“Why do they bother the poor Indians?””
demanded a woman from Venice, Ha.,
who wouldn't give her name. “At least
they fe not on welfare — they're out
trying to make aliving."

The Seminoles get 55 percent of the
profits. For the fiscal year just started,

they expect that to be $1,263,500.

The money goes into a $6.7 million
operating fund that next year will pay for

two new gymnasiums and fund dozens of

programs on four Florida reservations —

employment, social services, hot meals for

senior citizens, a tribal newspaper and
police force and financial help for needy
Seminoles. In the early 1970s, says Billie,
the fund was only $600,000.

Billie defends the involvement of the
management company by explaining that
the Indians couldn't have started the
operation without expert help. He said
that when the tribe had little money and
no credit rating, Seminole Management
was willing to take the risk, helping build
the $900,000 hall on the Indians® un-
developed land.

“ft 3 a lot more than beads for Man-
hattan —we"ve got bucks in our pockets.

“Why should the Indian live the way he
used to live . .. this is a modern world.
Why can T he live in it?”>~

"People can allege any way they want
to. Sheriff Butterworth never once came
to our door to give me any million-dollar
proposals, ” Billie said.

subscribe!l

Tribe gets right

to fax mining

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Supreme
Court has ruled the Jicarilla Apache tribe
of New Mexico has the “fnherent power””
to impose a tax on mining taking place on
tribal lands.

The high court said “the power to tax is
an essential attribute of Indian sov-
ereignty because it is a necessary In-
strument of self-government and terri-
torial management.”

The recent ruling also said, "this power
enables a tribal government to receive
revenues for its essential services." The
court pointed out that companies doing
business on the reservation benefit from
public services, police protection and a
“Civilized society.””

Skitikuk A Qutfitters

Specialists in wilderness travel

Saks -Rentals -Guide Service

Home of Igas Island custom-made
packs and equipment

Orono 866-4878
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Overview of a typical Sunday bingo game at Indian Island Community Building.
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

Owned Homes For Sale

In Washington County

These homes are available to veterans or
non-veterans without preference.

Equal Housing

Rt. 1, Woodland 840,000.
OPPORTUNITY Rt. 1, 39 Dublin St., Machias 836,500.
8500 D.P.

18 Freemont St., Machias 825,500.
Main Street, Baring 26,800.
9 Academy Street, Calais 25,900.
8 Chapel Street, Calais 12,500.
11 Temperance Street, Calais 26,000.
Summer Street, Calais 19,000.
Route ttl—Houiton Road, Woodland  27,500.
31 Chapel Street, Calais 19,000.

FINANCED FOR 30YEARS BY VA

NO DOWN PAYMENTS REQUIRED

SEE YOUR LOCAL
BEING REAL ESTATE BROKER
TRANSFERRED?

Contact the VA for
information about
properties available
throughout the State.

All VA financed

prevailing

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
LOAN GUARANTY DIVISION

TOGUS, MAINE 04330
Tel. 207-623-8411 Ext. 433

At Interest rates

MAIL TO WABANAKI ALLIANCE, 95 MAIN STREET. ORONO. MAINE 04473

WABANAKI ALLIANCE SUBSCRIPTION FORM

(Make checks payable to Wabanaki Alliance) yENCLOSE-
$10 for one year
(Individual—U.S.)

Name
$15for one year

(Canada)

Street $15for one year

(Institutional rate)

City/Town and State Donation (Amount)

Zip Code
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Micmacs begin journey for new status

(Continued from page 1)

organization. The reason Micmacs were
left out of Land Claims was not only that
their aboriginal territory was in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, but that they
were not organized.””To this question of
whether Micmacs had aboriginal claims in
the U.S., there is debate. Scholars have
not reached agreement on the exact
nature of the early whereabouts of the
various northeastern Algonquian tribes,
including the Micmac. Clearly, intrusion
by white invaders in Indian country
severely upset tribal boundaries and
caused enormous population movements.
There is considerable evidence that Mic-
macs have made their homes in Maine and
other parts of New England throughout
recorded history. The question, then,
becomes, what point in time do you take
as a reference for determining the
“&boriginal”territories of a tribe?

In contrast to the currently more geo-
graphically confined northeastern tribes,
such as the Maliseet, Penobscot and
Passamaquoddy, Micmacs live widely
dispersed through the Maritimes and New
England. While some 9,000 Micmacs
reside in Canada, between 4,000-5,000 live
within the U.S., and comprise one the
biggest tribal groups of the northeastern
region. Micmacs were and still are a
migratory people. Seasonal movements
have always been a necessity for their
survival. For centuries these Native
Americans have wandered in search of the
best place to make a living at a particular
point in time — from the pre-European-
contact days when they were independent
tribal people hunting and gathering for
subsistance, through the days when
dominant white society began to devise
roles for them — first as trappers and
fishers, then as artisans, later as farm
laborers and recently as cheap unskilled
urban proletarians. The Canadian-U.S.
borderline has never had much to do with
these people and their way of life. Like
indigenous migratory people in other
parts of the world, Micmacs were victims
of newcomers, colonizers, who took over
the wide-open aboriginal “Dawnland””of
the northeastern Algonquians and drew
irrelevant boundaries right through hunt-
ing territories and seasonal migratory
routes. Micmacs, who have no reserva-
tions in the U.S., continue to be “6n the
road,””but their systemic wandering for
survival has caused them to cross paths
with one another at frequent intervals
throughout history. It has created a kind
of “Aietwork community,”’in which people
share a common lot and language despite
the miles between them. But in the past
dozen years, while other North American
Indian tribes were increasing their politi-
cal activism and self determination, the
geographic scattering of the Micmac
thwarted the formation of a unified
Micmac front in the U.S. The recent
Micmac Issues meetings are breaking
through the hindrances of distance, and
working toward a coordinated collabora-
tion among Indian organizations having
Micmac constituencies.

At the Boston conference, attorney
Tureen sketched several potential legal
strategies for a unified Micmac Recog-
nition effort. Nudging at his pale-framed
eyeglasses, he dismissed the often talked
about adoption of Micmacs into the
recetnly Recognized Houlton Band of
Maliseets (“ft is the Houlton Band of
Maliseets, and it would be tough to get the
Department of the Interior to permit
adoption of Micmacs into that Band.”), and
suggested three other avenues:

=Filing a Federal Acknowledgement
Project (FAP) Petition: In 1972, Tureen
filed a lawsuit for the Passamaquoddy
who weren ¥ then Recognized. At that
time there was no way for tribes without
historical treaty relationships with the
U.S. government to gain services. “The
case established that the government

cannot arbitrarily ignore Indians just
because they always have," quipped
Tureen. “ff a group of people are a tribe,
and can prove it, the government swow
must treat them as a tribe and serve them
as they do other Recognized tribes.” The
government put out a set of regulations
for determining if a group was a tribe or
not, and based on these criteria, groups
can file for Federal Acknowledgement
(Recognition). Apparently it will be diffi-
cult for Micmacs to meet the particular
FAP standard of clear tribal authority,
due to the dispersed nature of their
population in the U.S., which has created a
rather autonomous network community in
which there is no clear tribal authority
over the actions of individuals.

=Working the Political Route: Lobbyin
the Senate Select Committee for Indian
Affairs (now headed by Maine Senator,
Bill Cohen) is another potential avenue.
According to Tureen, “Ff Micmacs are
well-organized, if they can pull together
legal arguments such as their Indian blood
quantum data, the Committee might be
able to push for a clarifying settlement act
to show that the Micmacs, who were left
out of the Land Claims, are at least
eligible to claim Recognition and some
service programs.””

=The Indian Reorganization Act (IRA)
of 1934 seems to offer the more promising
approach, said Tureen. The Act, which
Tureen called “the centerpiece of Roose-
velt ¥ New Deal for Indians,”states three
definitions of “fndians”? "all persons of
Indian descent who are members of any
recognized Indian tribe now under federal
jurisdiction; all persons who are descen-
dents of.such members who were, on June
1, 1934, residing within the present
boundaries of any Indian reservation; all
other persons one-half or more Indian
blood. >t is the last definition which might
have relevance for the Micmacs in the
United States. Among the benefits of the
IRA is the right for Native Americans to
gain individual Federal Recognition by
proving (through birth certificates and
other genealogical records) that he/she is
at least a “half blood””Indian. Filing for
individual Recognition results in certain
minimal rights for a Micmac (such as
employment preference within the BIA,
scholarships, perhaps housing assistance,
and the possibility of gaining direct social
services through a Recognized tribal
organization, such as the Houlton Band of
Maliseets or the Penobscot Nation). In-
dividual Recognition appears to be the
first step toward gaining tribal Recog-
nition for the collectivity of Micmacs
through the IRA — for the Act gives a
community of individually Recognized
“half blood” Native Americans the right to
petition the Secretary of the United
States Department of Interior to establish
a “feservation.””It is questionable wheth-
er a highly independent and migratory
U.S. Micmac “€ommunity”” would ever
wish to live within the confines of a U.S.
reserve. However, there are several
levels of Recognition, not all leading
toward life on a reservation: from tribal
land claims, to establishing a reserve
community under local tribal authority, to
tribal Recognition resulting in certain
rights and privileges for a group of people
headed by a tribal council, to individual
Recognition based solely on one 3 blood-
quantum. “Does Recognition mean | have
to give up my Canadian Indian status
card?" asked one Micmac who was born in
Canada but has lived most of his life in the
U.S. “No,””responded Tureen. “For ex-
ample, you can be a member of the
Houlton Band of Maliseets in Maine even
if a member of a Canadian band; but if
you e receiving benefits from Canada,
you Te not supposed to simultaneously get
them from the U.S. As long as you don"t
duplicate services, you can keep your
membership on both sides of the border.”>”

To establish the tribal sovereignty of
the Micmacs in the United States, as well

as to press federal services and resources

for Micmacs beyond the informal realm of

charity to that of established right, federal

Recognition is necessary. For only through

Recognition can there be a formal and

guaranteed “Government to government””
relationship between the United States

and the Micmac people.

More than a paper war is needed to gain
Recognition. Beyond legal strategizing
there has got to be a hearty does of self-
recognition and unified community action.
Said Tureen, “f canT stress enough how
important unity of purpose is. You all have
to be together.”Being together, broaden-
ing the base of grass roots interest and
involvement in Micmac Recognition, is
what the Issues Meetings are all about.
Prior to the first two Issues Meetings,
Micmacs in Aroostook County, acting on
the IRA strategy, had already mobilized
popular participation for Recognition
among the Micmacs in its region. With the
help of an Institute of Cultural Affairs
(ICA) community development specialist,
Tim Crane, who was contracted by AAI,
the first Micmac Recognition committee
was formed in Presque Isle last August.
Between then and the April Issues
Meeting, nine additional local committees
were established in the various Micmac
population pockets throughout Aroostook.
In October 1981, the Presque Isle Com-
mittee began publishing a monthly news-
letter, “The Journal of Maine Micmac
Unity,”%edited by Micmac Marline Morey
and financed by AAIl. That same month,
Ms. Morey, with funds provided by Legal
Services and channeled through Pine Tree
Legal Assistance and AAI, began doing
blood quantum research to determine the
degree of “fndianness”’f Micmacs in her
county. Then AAI contracted two anthro-
pologists to research and write a Micmac
Recognition Resource Manual (more fond-
ly and briefly known as the “Redbook?),
intended as guidebook for those partici-
pating in the Recognition effort. The
120-page manual, which was presented at
the April meeting focuses on and de-
scribes the “four pillars” of Recognition:

=Ethno-historical Research and Docu-
mentation: research on the socio-econo-
mic/cultural-historical and demographic
situation of the Micmac community, past
and present — to provide legal and
community development workers with
strategy planning tools.

=_egal Research and Action: discussing
the how-to ¥ of gaining legal assistance;
mapping out and implementing the plaus-
ible legal strategies.

= Genealogical Research: the manual
touches on the how-to ¥ of verifying one 3
Indian blood percentage — providing
samples of genealogical charts and other
documents needed to establish one3
Indian blood quantum.

= Grass Roots Community Develop-
ment: stressing the importance of popular
participation, offering examples of how to
get it going, discussing how to generate
well-timed publicity and maintain the
essential cross-flow of information. In
short: how to keep many hands in the pot
without spoiling the stew.

The “Redbook”also contains a Resource
Section, which lists names/addresses/
phones of resource individuals and organi-
zations, and cites relevant books, films
and videos.

During the Issues meeting, it was
quickly evident how many individual and
organizational resources were gathered in
that BIC gymnasium. Representatives of
each of the Indian organizations stood
spontaneously and gave unrehearsed talki
about their particular Indian communities.
The words they uttered were honest,
touching, searching. “F%e spoken to all
kinds of groups before,””said one Micmac
woman whose hands and vocie shook as

* she talked, “But it 3 hard speaking to your

own people because it seems so

portant.””

im-

It was an important day. And as that
day wore on, the excitement somehow
held on. By mid-afternoon, styrofoam
coffee cups were scattered atop the tables
and sticky donut boxes had stopped
flapping open and shut. The enthusiasm
lasted long enough for a planning work-
shop, in which Micmacs spent two hours
pooling information, desires and ques-
tions, and signing up for several Recog-
nition support committees, including an
ad-hoc U.S. Micmac Council. The group
agreed that for now the newly formed
Council would serve as the coordination
center for Micmac Research in the United
States, and would act as mediator among
New England Indian organizations with
Micmac constituencies. In July, 1982, at
the Micmac Issues Meeting 111 (which will
be held at Indian Island), the Micmac
general assembly will elect its Board of
Representatives, creating a formal U.S.
Micmac Council.

And so began the journey.

MICMAC TRUCKER - Dick Fraser, al-
ready a veteran long-hauler, poses with
his girlfriend. A Millinocket native, he has
a sister, Bridget Woodward of Bangor,
who is associated with Central Maine
Indian Association.

CANT FIND A JOB?

Try the
JOB CORPS

Would you like to be trained as a ...
Bookkeeper
Secretary/Stenographer
Clerk Typist
Nursing Assistant

If you are 16to 21 and not in school,
the Penobscot Job Corps Center has
training programs which may be of
interest to you.

The Penobscot Job Corps Center
provides all trainees with a place to
live, meals, health care and a cash
monthly stipend while you learn. And
when you finish, we Il also help you
find a job.

SOUND GOOD?
IT IS GOOD.
ASK FOR JOB CORPS
—in the Portland area—775-6313
—inthe Auburn area—786-4190
—inthe Bangor area—945-9431
—or toll free anywhere in Maine
at 1-800-432-7307
ASK FOR
JOB CORPS RECRUITMENT



Funding OK'd for
"Quoddy health center

INDIAN TOWNSHIP - A proposed
two-level health and social services build-
ing here has received initial approval for
funding from federal authorities.

A spokesman for the Department of
Housing and Urban Development said the
Passamaquoddy Tribe"s application
turned down in previous years, had been
approved, although final approval follows
a review period that could take up to 75
days to complete.

Tribal health and social services Direc-
tor Wayne A. Newell said he would
provide full details of the planned center
at a later date.

Richard Madison, a HUD official in
Chicago, said the Passamaquoddy clinic
construction costs are budgeted at
$510,000; with $290,000 coming from
HUD, and $220,000 pledged by a Passa-
maquoddy tribal resolution — money that
would presumably come from land claims
settlement income.

The Passamaquoddy Tribe was ap-
parently fortunate to be approved for
funding, as HUD § budget was recently

slashed by 33 percent under the Reagan
Administration, Madison said. “Cet§ say
it limits our capacity to fund good pro-
jects,””he said. This year, HUD funded
half the number of Indian projects it
funded last year.

An official for the Indian Health
Service, the federal agency the funds
services for the tribe, said the Passama-
quoddy project was “just about a shoe-in
for funding.”” But he said “ft's rather
exceptional””to start a new project this
year.

Health centers at Pleasant Point and
Indian Island reservations have been con-
structed and in service for several years.
But at Indian Township, the programs
operate from two trailers and offices in a
public safety building.

The new building will be located on
Peter Dana Point Road, near the public
safety building. One side will be bordered
by a new lane to be called Wayne Newell
Drive. Architects for the project are
Webster, Baldwin, Day and Rohman of
Bangor.

J.H. Nicholas won"'t seek
reelection at Point

PLEASANT POINT — Passamaquoddy
tribal Gov. Joseph Hartley Nicholas has
decided he will not seek reelection.

The Governor told Wabanaki Alliance
that although “he would Ve liked to do
more,” he believes he has “accomplished a
lot””Iin two years. Nicholas won the top
tribal post in a close special election race
with Deanna Francis, who is expected to
seek the governorship in Sept. 30 elec-
tions.

The election took place after Gov.
Robert Newell resigned half way through
his four-year-term. At the time, tribal

members were petitioning for his re-.

moval, but Newell denied he was pres-
sured out of office.

Some reservation sources believe
Nicholas could not win if he ran for re-

Law project fights

INDIAN ISLAND - “There are still
organizations out there fighting for our
rights," says Penobscot, Dana Mitchell.

Mitchell has publicly opposed the 1980
Maine Indian land claims settlement act,
which he branded as unjust compromise
that is a blow to the Penobscot Nation §
sovereign rights.

Mitchell cited an organization headed
by Robert (Tim) Coulter in Washington,
D.C., as a group he supported. Coulter
testified against the Penobscot-Passama-
quoddy settlement before the Senate
Select Committee on Indian Affairs, prior
to Congressional approval of the act.

Coulter also spoke at Indian Island, a
couple of years ago, to a group of
Penobscot tribal members who were
dissatisfied with the proposed settlement.
He heads the Indian Law Resource
Center, which periodically mails out
information on its activities. The Resource
Center co-sponsors Indian Law Project,
with the National Lawyers Guild.

Alcoholism meeting set

MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin - A North
American Indian Alcoholics Anonymous
<eonference is scheduled here, August
20-22, at Astor Hotel. The meeting is
sponsored by United
waukee, Inc.

Indians of Mil-

election, but others maintain he has broad-
based support. Deanna Francis and her
political ally, Ralph Dana, have consistent-
ly opposed the Nicholas administration,
and Nicholas said he has often been frus-
trated in attempting to rally tribal council
support.

Among the achivements Nicholas points
to, are establishment of a Digital com-
puter company workshop employing sev-
eral tribal members — with planned
expansion — and a favorable vote to
purchase the Eastport Water Company.
The waterworks is expected to create
several jobs for tribal members, Nicholas
said.

Nicholas is especially proud of his
successful efforts to pay off the Tribe S
many debts to a variety of creditors.

for Indian rights

The Law Project, according to Coulter,
iIs committed “fo the struggle of native
peoples for sovereignty, self-determina-
tion and democratic rights.””
tion and democratic rights." Coulter said a
lot of his work involves analysis and
"reinterpretation”dbf federal Indian law.

Island man
lands salmon

INDIAN ISLAND - Jim Labosiere of
Indian Island, a teacher with Old Town
schools, caught a IOVz2 pound Atlantic
salmon recently, in the Penobscot River at
Veazie. The angler said the salmon was a
fighter, and “played”Tor some 15 minutes
before he could be reeled in.

Flashback identified

INDIAN ISLAND — A flashback photo
appearing on the back page of the May

iIssue of Wabanaki Alliance has been con-

firmed as a photo of Penobscots Frank
Mitchell of Indian Island, and Catherine
Belair, now of Connecticut, who is the
daughter of Edna Becker of Indian Island.
Her identity was a mystery to many
readers.
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CRAZY HORSE Sculptor Korczak Ziolowski, 73, on the left, and Asst. U.S. Postmaster
General Eugene C. Hagburg with the new 13c Crazy Horse regular postage stamp
released Jan. 15th at Crazy Horse Memorial. It was sketched from Korczak § large scale
model for the Crazy Horse mountain carving now in progress.

Scholarship would honor
former tribal leaders

INDIAN ISLAND — A proposed Indian
student scholarship fund would be a
continuing memorial to four former Pen-
obscot Nation tribal governors.

Lt. Gov. Joseph Francis said he wanted
to do something in memory of the late
Edwin Mitchell, Nicholas Sapiel, Wilfred
Pehrson and John Mitchell. “They were all
good personal friends of mine; very dear
friends,” Francis said.

In fact, the four governors had many
friends both within and outside the tribe.
Mitchell died of a heart attack; the others
died of cancer.

Francis said the planned “Penobscot
Tribal Leadership Award”” would be
presented annually to an outstanding
Indian graduating high school student. He

said $2,500 is already “6bligated”for the
proposed scholarship, and a bank account
will be set up for the fund.

Appointed officers of the scholarship
fund were Sadie Mitchell, widow of Edwin
Mitchell, and Deanna Labossiere, daught-
er or Wilfred Pehrson. For further
Information contact Mitchell at 827-2428,
or Labossiere, at 827-6346.

Vicaire paddles hard

MATTAWAMKEAG — Tom Vicaire,
Central Maine Indian Association direc-
tor, and his brother, paddled the recent
Mattawamkeag River Run canoe race, and
placed sixth in their class, Tom said. The
canoe sustained some damage, but can be
repaired.

WHAT CAN WE DO

The Merrill Family of Banks

MERPILL : FEIDERAL
BANK BANK
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Merrill Banks in: Bangor (5)/Belfast (2)/Brewer Brownville Junction
Bucksport 'Calais (2) Castme Dexter/Dover-Foxcroft Eastport
Gardiner/Hampden/Jonesport Lmcoln/Machias Millinocket Milo
Newport/Old Town/Orono'Searsportm'Winterport/Woodland (2)
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Winslow Washburn Banks in: Washburn Ashland Mapleton Van Buren
Portage Lake. Houlton Banks in: Houlton Mars Hill
Firslbanks in: Farmington/Kingfield North Anson/Strong Wilton
Members FDIC
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Hattie Gordius
remembers . ..

(Continued from page 1)
for about 90 years, but age does creep up:
“of course, | get winded when I go up
hill,”she said, alittle apologetically.

Hattie 3 oldest daughter, Doris, moved
into a small home next door. But other
family lives in California and Washington
state! That is why Hattie flies out to see
them most winters. This winter maybe
not, but Hattie won T rule it out. “Well
see, we Ml see, ™he mused.

Sadly, the glaucoma, even after four
operations, prevents Hattie from playing
bingo, an activity she loves. She can read
large print magazines and books, but a
special treat is “those talking books from
Bangor. Especially one about the mystery
ship — that was Bar Harbor in the early
days. I like the Westerns sometimes. Then
| had The Smiling Stranger, “that was a
good one. ™

HaL tie likes to crochet. “Fcan practicaUy
do that with my eyes closed," she said.
She can knit, but "I'd probably drop too
many stitches.””

She sums up her philosophy: “Oh good-
ness, | like to live! | get discouraged
sometimes, but | don Tlet it bother me.

“And she doesnt,”” said daughter
Frances.

Hattie continued, “F feel that the Lord
has got me here for a purpose, and when
He gets through. He il take me. Hattie, a
charter member of the local Baptist
Church, hopes He isn T through yet.

The interview went on for hours, but
Hattie showed no signs of tiring. We were
interrupted by a Mother 3 Day delivery of
flowers from one of her daughters in
California. “Fgot quite afew Mother 3 Day
cards,”*she said. Just for the record, one
son, Mitchell, has died at age 70. She still
has eight living children, 45 grand-
children, 18 great-grandchildren, and
eight great-great-grandchildren.

“The Bible said, §o forth and multi-
ply, 7>~ Hattie said. “F donT believe in
those, what do you call them, abortions.

Hattie was the daughter of a full-
blooded Penobscot, J. Mitchell Loring.
Her grandfather was Chief Big Thunder
(also know as Frank Loring), reputed to
be the last heriditary chief of the Penob-
scot Indian Nation. Hattie ¥ mother was
Phoebe Manchester of Tremont, who
came from a family that was shipwrecked
in Ship Harbor.

As ayoung girl, Hattie lived on Olamon
Island, an Indian community in the Penob-

FIVE GENERATIONS -

scot River, about 14 miles above the
Indian Island reservation. She reached the
sixth grade in the one-room Oiamon school
"l felt asif I had enough if I could read and
write." Today, there isnt¥ a trace of the
Olamon Island community, although Hat-
tie still owns a share in land there.

An early memory is of a pot of
simmering sweetgrass, harvested along
the coast, that could then be braided for
basketmaking. The braid sold for two to
three cents per yard.

“My father used to come down and give
swimming lessons to the summer people
at Bar Harbor, and take them out in canoe
rides. 1 was only 14when my father died. |
started on my own,”” Hattie recalled
matter-of-factly.

She g not sure, but thinks sardines sold
for about five cents per bushed at the
time.

“f was only about 16 when | got
married. Just that foolish age. My
husband was 28.7"Hattie paused. “f don T
think girls should get married so young.””
Her husband was Nelson Gordius, whose
father, a Frenchman, arrived as a stowa-
way from his native country. After
fathering nine children. Nelson died at an
early age. Before he died, he was adopted
into the Penobscot tribe. Frances recalled
that the family would “§o up to Indian
Island in the fall, when the factory was
finished.”” At the time, she said, tribal
members had to return every five years to
remain on the census. In those days, there
was no bridge to Indian Island, and
Indians took canoes, a bateau, or walked
across the frozen Penobscot River.

Were times hard*? “We had plenty to
eat," Frances recalled. “We didnt have
any meat. Plenty of vegetables and
biscuits.””

“f always raised hens, had a garden,
Hattie said. “ff you have nine children,
you have to do something.

“We had our ups and downs,””Hattie
said, her voice revealing a firmness that
must have run an orderly household.
“There 3 fish in the ocean, the clam on the
shore, and the potato in the field,"” she
said.

Frances said sometimes it was just fish
heads. There was no bathroom, “fust a big
tub for baths,””and an outhouse.

“F¥e seen lots of the old-style living, as
well as the modern," Hattie said, without
saying which she thought was better.

“Fworked for what | e got. Still and all,

Matriarch Hattie Gordius, left, was 87 when this family

portrait was taken. May 30, 1978. Beside her, left to right, .s daughter Frances Olsen,
granddaughter Faith Mracek. great-grandson Billy Mracek, and great-great-grand-

daughter Holly Mracek.

LAST CHIEF — Frank Loring of the Penobscot tribe, also known as Big Thunder, is
said to have been the last heriditary chief. An elective governor and council system
followed, at the Indian Island reservation at Old Town. Loring, grandfather of Hattie
Gordius, is seen here in traditional garb, in a photo taken in 1907.

I th not sorry | did,”3he said.

Hattie has her opinions about work and
today 3 morality. “Young people should
have to learn to take care of themselves, ~
she said, indicating that the Army often
teaches useful lessons. She said a civil
service of some kind might make more
sense. "They used to have those CCC
camps. They ought to have those now,””
she said.

“My boy, when he was young, worked
for the CCC camp right on this island.
They put some good roads in.””(Hattie can
remember when people mostly traveled
by boat, horse and buggy, and train.)

“F N tell you one thing. 1@ like to see
these young boys go into the service. |
think it would do them good. I think there
wouldn ¥ be so much deviltry in them,””
Hattie said. She is a former VFW
member, and reached the sixth degree in
the Grange.

She became a Baptist, although her
father joined the Congregational Church.
A non-Catholic Penobscot Indian was rare,
but J. Mitchell Loring had his reasons.
“My father never let us join the Catholic
Church, but | studied the catechism in the
Catholic school,”Hattie said.

Her father was bitter, because the
Catholic Church insisted his mother, who
had been divorced, be buried outside the
tribal cemetery. “So he turned away,
Hattie said.

“f%e never been afraid to speak up
about what | believe in. I guess I f too
plain-spoken, sometimes.””

Hattie keeps abreast of the times. On
the threat of nuclear war, she declared,
“&s long as they think we e prepared for
it, they won T try it.””

Hattie doesn T think often about being
Indian, and she never learned the lan-
guage _ which is no longer spoken at
Indian Island. But she still votes in tribal
elections by absentee ballot, “ff I know the
person running.””

Hattie said she believes being Indian is
secondary to being a human being. “Fm
not prejudiced. The Lord made us all. |
think the same of a colored, or aredskin or
awhite.””

Not all traces of being Indian have been
washed away by the years, however.
Hattie remembered her father used to
gargle with goldenseal for a sore throat.
Dried tansy will “rive out the measles,
she said. “F wish someone would use my
tansy (ayellow flower with fern-like leaf);
1 e got awhole field of it.””

In case you didn ¥ know, “hen ¥ grease
and molasses will keep back a cold, and
loosen the chest.””Frances remembered
her mother administering this medicine.
“Pennyroyal, too, will drive out a cold.
Those were the old remedies."

Last year, Hattie, Frances and other
family visited J. Mitchell Loring 3 grave at
Olamon cemtery. Finally, the white-
painted wooden cross was replaced with a
gravestone.

Hattie brightened. Frances had re-
minded her about the time she told her
doctor she was 68.

“fFwas fooling around,”Hattie said, and
| told Dr. (Edward B.) Gilmore (of Bar
Harbor) | was 68, when | was 86. |
switched them. “You could ¥e fooled me, ~
he said.””

“She ¥ the picture of health,””Frances
said.

Hattie has never smoked. “As far as
liquor is concerned,””she said, “f dont
indulge too much. | have a whiskey sour if
| ™ out at a luncheon. | sometimes have a
glass of wine before I go to bed. That3
another thing the Bible tells you: have a
glass for your stomach.””

Indian pupils receive

incentive awards

CALAIS — The Maine Indian Scholar-
ship Committee has announced that 13
students were granted incentive awards
for their academic performance during the
Fall semester of 1981. Under the terms of
the 1982 fiscal year higher education
contract, a 10 percent provisional fund
was set aside for recognizing those
students achieving academic excellence. It
is hoped that funds will be available to
continue this provision, said Jeanne
Guisinger of Maine Indian Education.



